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We human beings are born with an unquenchable sense of hope. We are the centre and summit of all created life. We recognise no limits in our lives – we have always reached beyond ourselves, searching for a new tomorrow, looking for new horizons, tormented by what might lie outside our understanding and sight. 
But at the same time, we are aware that there are limitations in our lives. We know that one day we will experience only pain and the gradual breaking up of our bodies through age or sickness. Many dread death and the thought of total annihilation. All our immeasurable longings are brought up short and sharp by death.
When our minds and hearts are at a loss before the thought of death and extinction, the words of Jesus from today’s Gospel are startling : 

 I am the Resurrection and the Life.
Jesus Christ, the Lord of Life, stands with us at that gate of death and in that thought of total extinction.
That account of the raising of Lazarus from the dead to life in today’s Gospel is powerfully told by the evangelist. Lazarus is physically dead and has been lying in the grave for four days when Jesus arrives in Bethany. Death is complete. Decomposition is taking its course. 
The Lord of Life, Jesus Christ, then steps into this situation and displays the power and glory of God. Before the Lord of Life, death itself dies. 

Lazarus is brought back to ordinary human life. However, for Lazarus, the process of death is simply reversed. He would one day have to die again definitively.
Jesus tells us that the raising of Lazarus displays the power of God. This miracle is merely a prelude to something much greater that is to happen to Jesus on Calvary and on Easter Day. On the Cross, Jesus shares in our human experience of death. He passes through death. He is raised to new life. His resurrection is not the resuscitation of a dead corpse that must die again. His is a new kind of life – it is Resurrection life.  

Resurrection is the breaking out into an entirely new form of life, a life that opens a new dimension to human existence, a life in God. The Risen Christ comes to us at the moment of death, not from the realm of the dead, but from the realm of the Living, the realm of the fully alive. No words are adequate to explain or describe this. It is an entirely new experience. 

Jesus Christ tells us this new resurrection life, this life of heaven, is our destination. Resurrection life is linked forever, then, with Him. It is his gift to us. He admits us into this life through Baptism. At that moment we were baptised into his death and resurrection - into the life of heaven. It is at that moment our resurrection began. 
For we who have been baptised into Christ, resurrection is not just a future destination but an emerging, present reality. We live in the grace of resurrection life here and now. The life of Easter has already begun within us, of being with the Lord of Life, living for him and following him, dying daily to sin and selfishness . When we live our lives closely to Jesus Christ and his teaching, loving and serving one another, the life of Easter  becomes apparent to others.
And it is in Jesus Christ that all the immense longings and hopes of the human heart will find their home and will be harvested into eternity. For in the One who is the Resurrection and the Life, nothing is lost and nothing is extinguished for ever.
We are going through an extraordinary moment as the global spread of the corona virus takes over our lives and fills us with fear and uncertainty, with doubt and anxiety for the future. Many of us feel lost and disorientated as our normal day to day lives are put on hold. Many have lost loved ones, many are seriously ill. 
In today’s Gospel, Martha is lost and disorientated as she mourns the sickness and the death of her brother Lazarus. She challenges Jesus:  If you had been here this would never have happened.

Jesus answers: If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live, and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. 
Then he asks her:

Do you believe this? 
Martha makes an act of profound faith in Jesus Christ. She answers: Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the One who was to come into the world.  
The Lord is calling us to place our faith and trust and hope in him during these challenging days. For he is there with us in the midst of our fears, our sickness and distress, wanting to strengthen our faith and hope in him and to reassure us that we are not alone. 
At the end of this Mass, the Catholic Community across the country, will be making the act of Re-dedication of our country, our Church and ourselves to his blessed Mother, Mary, seeking out her guidance and protection, asking her to embrace us all with her love and prayers. She will be close to us as she points us to her Son. She will help us to learn how we might place more fully our trust and hope in him who is the Resurrection and the Life - just as she did, when overwhelmed with the crucifixion of her Son, she stood at the foot of the Cross.

May God give strength to those who are dedicated to healing and caring for the sick. May he strengthen those who are ill or who are dying. May he bring comfort to the bereaved. May he bring those have died safely home to be with him in the heavenly kingdom. And may Mary, Health of the Sick, and the Mother of the Church, pray for us all. 
