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Cut carbon to help
heat St John’s

Choir that made
history at All Souls

Minister’s visit

The choir of Peterborough Cathedral have made
their own slice of history in the city by singing
Catholic Vespers (Evening Prayer) at St Peter and
All Souls church. “This formed part of the Unity
Week celebrations which culminated in the signing
of the Declaration of Intent to form the new
Churches Together in Central Peterborough
partnership at Park Road Baptist Church,” Fr
David Jennings said. “Among the clergy present
were: Mgr Tony Rogers (Vicar General), Fr John
Warrington (Catholic Dean of Peterborough), Rev
Sharon Walker (St Mary’s), Canon Bruce Ruddock
(Peterborough Cathedral), Fr David Jennings (All
Souls), Rev John Price (St Mark’s), Rev Kerry
Tankard (Westgate Methodist Church), Fr Joseph
and Fr John Nguyen Minh (All Souls).

Special SVP Mass
A special Mass is being celebrated for SVP members
on Saturday 7 March at Our Lady and English
Martyrs in Cambridge at 11.00am. Monsignor Tony
Rogers is hoping to concelebrate with Father Rafael
Esteban, both keen supporters of SVP.

A bring-and-share lunch is planned (only a small
contribution is required) in the parish hall afterward
followed by freetime in Cambridge.

“I look forward to seeing as many of you as
possible,” Chris Burton, President, SVP Central
Council, East Anglia, said

St John’s Cathedral needs a new
heating system after a series of
catastrophes resulted in the boilers

breaking down and becoming irreparable.
Deacon Pat Limacher at the cathedral has discovered a

way of possibly winning grants to help fund a new
environmentally-friendly, economic and ecologically
acceptable system.

He is working with the East of England Development Agency
to build up a community of people around the Cathedral who are
committed to cutting their carbon footprint.

The agency runs a campaign to cut the release of greenhouse
gases into the atmosphere because they are among the main
causes of climate change and the problems of flooding, heavy
rainfall and drought that this is producing.

Everyone releases the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide into the
atmosphere through their every day activities such as driving a car,
heating homes, cooking or even just breathing.

By identifying opportunities to reduce the release of carbon
dioxide people will be able to fight the  effects of climate change.
The first step is to register with the Cut Your Carbon campaign.

This has the benefit to the Cathedral of building up its
community and in the competition for funding for the heating
system the number of people registered is vital - the more
members the more St John’s is likely to receive.

Pat Limacher said: “We may well be looking for grants up to
£150,000, so to be able to justify such figures we have to
demonstrate a high level of community support.

“It takes less that five minutes to register online but the
cumulative impact of all of us registering would go a very long
way to ensure we are all warm next year’s Christmas celebrations.

“The appeal is being made across the diocese to include many
others from our wider community to support our application.

“Your friends, neighbours, company or anyone else can also
register, so try and convince them as the greater support we can
demonstrate to the East of England Development Agency the
more money we may get.”

The other benefit of registering is that members can calculate
their own carbon footprint and find ways of reducing it so cutting

their contribution to unwanted climate change.
The campaign also fits very neatly into this year’s diocesan

theme of Creation and protecting the planet that God made.
To register go to the website www.cutyourcarbon.org and in the

upper right hand corner find the Search for a Community box.
Enter the post code for the cathedral NR2 2PA and hit the Go
button. Scan down the next page to RC Diocese of East Anglia
and click on the underlined text. In the Join this Community box
click on Register and complete the registration details. 

It takes only a few minutes, can save you money and will
certainly help to keep you warm when you visit St John’s in the
cold months of the year. More details can be seen on page 8.

Ed Balls, Secretary of State for Children, School and
Families, visited Notre Dame High School in
Norwich to open officially a Classroom of the Future.

He met head teacher John Pinnington before being
welcomed by the chair of governors, students and
staff from science and environment departments. 

The minister also met members of the popular Bug
Club that studies nature and the environment. 

An invited audience at the official opening
included staff from UEA, the architects who designed
the buildings and staff from the John Innes Centre in
Norwich. 

The minister talked to students in the BioDome and
was shown a newly constructed Eco garden.

Ed Balls, Secretary of State for Children, School and
Families talking to students at Notre Dame with
head teacher John Pinnington

A Classroom of the
Future and
ecology projects in
the grounds and
environment
around Notre
Dame are  features
of the school in
Norwich.
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NEWS FROM BISHOP MICHAEL
Five Years On
This summer is the 5th anniversary of the launch of our
Diocesan Pastoral Plan. Many of you put a great deal of
thought and work into its ‘genesis’ during 2003 and 2004,
and since then it has been a key document for our diocese
moving ‘Forward and Outward Together in Christ’.  A lot has
happened since then, but we need to keep moving forward.
Now is the time to review the Diocesan Pastoral Plan,
looking ahead to the next five years.

The Parish Pastoral Council or equivalent in each parish has
been reviewing the implementation of the Plan so far, sharing
good practice, and making suggestions for the future. So too
have the clergy and religious communities of the diocese. It
will be discussed at the Diocesan Council of Laity, the
College of Deacons and the annual Synod of Parish Priests.
We should then have a clearer idea of where we are, what has
been achieved, and where we need to go from here.

The Warmest of Welcomes
At our Cathedral on Sunday 1st March, I will be greeting a
hundred or so people from across East Anglia who are
becoming Catholics at Easter this year, either through
Baptism or through Reception into Full Communion.  This is
always one of the highlights of our diocesan calendar, and it
is a special joy for me to meet the same people later when I
go round parishes.  

Seminary Column
A new feature in this edition, and regularly from now on, is
a column by one or other of our four seminarians at Oscott
College, Birmingham.  Luke and Michael are now in their
fifth year, Padraig in his fourth year, and Henry in his second.
Please keep them all in your prayers, and pray too for more
vocations to the priestly ministry in our diocese – then we
can have not just a Seminary Column, but a Column of
Seminarians!

LEARNING TOGETHER
These are the next two study days in our
diocesan adult religious formation
programme. Everyone is very welcome.

14th March 2009 at St Luke’s Church, Benyon Grove,
Orton Malborne, Peterborough, PE2 5XS

R.C.I.A. Catechesis 
Fr John O’Toole, Director of the Christian Education
Centre of the Archdiocese of Southwark, leads a day for
all involved with R.C.I.A. catechesis.

4th April 2009 at St George’s Catholic Church hall,
Sprowston Road, Norwich, NR3 4HZ

How to be 
evangelising parishes  

Charles Whitehead will remind us of Pope Paul VI’s great
letter on evangelisation, and explore how we can spread
the Good News more effectively. 

For the third one, on our diocesan theme for 2009, see
opposite on page 3.

You can register for each module by e-mailing:
learning.together@yahoo.co.uk
or by going to the ‘Adult Education’ pages on our
diocesan website and registering on-line,
or by writing to: Diocesan Learning Together
Programme, Parish Office, 14 Exeter Road,
Newmarket CB8 8LT
All modules are on Saturdays, with registration and coffee
at 10.30am and finishing at 3.00pm.  
Bring your own packed lunch.

Cambodia Extras
Usually we alternate the focus on our two ‘twin’ dioceses in
Cambodia and the Holy Land in this newspaper, but I need
to highlight both links this month.  

On page 11, you will find details of our 2009 project in the
Holy Land, which has suffered yet more violence since
Christmas with the events in Gaza.  Please keep all the
people of the Holy Land in your prayers.

You will find on this page details of our new project for
Cambodia.  Last year’s project finished at the end of
February 2009, and was raising funds to build a new
kindergarten in Chrab Viel.  This can now go ahead.  These
projects make a big difference to life for the poor in such
villages.

Since the January newspaper, I have had lots of ‘thanks’ from
Cambodia for all the Christmas cards you sent.  Fr Franco
from Kompong Chhnang phoned me to say how delighted
his new community was with the cards; they had never
received any before!

Fr Heri from Siem Reap wrote about a very special event in
the village of Taom. In 2007 our diocese paid for the derelict
church to be restored for use by the local community.  Last
December they have had Mass there for the first time in 38
years!

THANKS FROM FR HERI

Taom church before restoration and a new roof
Fr Heri writes: ‘The most touching experience was saying
Mass in Taom. The Mass and the simple celebration was
the first time in thirty eight years. We never said Mass and
celebrated Christmas in the church. It was the first time
since the church was deserted in 1970. 

There were more than 200 children at the Mass. There
were also about 40 elderly people there, joining the Mass
and the celebration with the children. There was one
elderly man, who is the guard of the church, who received
the first blessing, as preparation for baptism in the future. 

There are more than 25 young people who join our
Catechism programme. Thank you very much for your
support to Taom. We enjoy praying and playing in the old
church now that it was repaired. The church has become
alive again.’

Inside the church after restoration

CAMBODIA PROJECT 2009
PAILIN PARISH CENTRE

Our diocesan Cambodia project from March 2009 until
February 2010 is to pay for three rooms in a multi-
purpose centre for the work of the Catholic community in
Pailin.

Pailin ‘City’ is a little town along the Thai border. Until
recently, Pailin was under the sole control of the Khmer
Rouge leaders. It a heavily-mined area. Unofficial
estimates put the number of disabled at about 3,000,
scattered in the villages and farms. 

A bridge on the way to Pailin
The road to Pailin is very bad. It takes 3 hours to travel the
50 miles from Battambang. Now, the government is
constructing a road (with occasional stories of landmines
exploding under trucks and road-building equipment), and
there are high hopes that services for the poor can be
delivered more easily to Pailin. 

Being a town bordering Thailand, Pailin sees itself as the
future gateway from Thailand to Cambodia, but having
been politically and economically isolated for many years,
Pailin lacks many of the basic services like hospitals,
training centres, and the like.

The Catholic Parish of Pailin started in 2003 with the
presence of a few Catholic families from Battambang who
went there for work. At present, there are about 40
members in the community, including those who are
studying catechism. The activities are held in a small
rented two-storey house, the ground floor measuring
about 6 metres by 8 metres.

Our twin diocese has acquired a piece of land in Pailin
where they are already building both a church and a centre
to help the poor. The Pailin Multi-Purpose Centre will be
a two-storey building with ten rooms. Our project for
2009 is to pay for 3 of these rooms, at a total of £15,000. 

One room will welcome the disabled and those affected by
landmines; another will be for the care of people with ear
problems as well as for general medicine; and the third
will be for medical treatment and services for the poor. 

Wishing you every blessing as Lent begins and we prepare
for Holy Week and Easter.

Remember St Felix
As St Felix’s feast day (8th March) falls
on a Sunday this year, it has been moved
to Monday 9th March. 

St Felix was the Apostle of East Anglia,
and the first Bishop of East Anglia. 

Let us ask his intercession for our
diocese as we move ‘Forward and
Outward Together in Christ’, and make
sure we all carry on his work of bringing
the Gospel of Jesus to our region.
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THE BISHOP TEACHES- The Call of Creation 

A message from our twin diocese in Cambodia

And God saw that it was very good…
As I wrote in my Pastoral Letter last Advent, the call to
take care of ‘Planet Earth’ is something deeply spiritual
and religious: it is a sacred call from God himself, who
has made us stewards of his creation.

At much the same time as you receive this newspaper,
you will be hearing my second Pastoral Letter on ‘Care
for God’s creation’.  Along with this letter, on Sunday 1st
March, the First Sunday of Lent, we will be committing
ourselves as a diocese at Mass to look after the world God
has entrusted to us, and you will each receive another
diocesan prayer card.

This commitment must not remain mere words.  Each of
us is urgently invited to put it into practice in our own
lives, at home, at work and school, in our parishes and
localities.

Much of our focus from the May newspaper onwards will
be on practical ideas. This page includes further teaching
material, this time from the Bishops’ Conference of
England and Wales from their 2002 document ‘The Call
of Creation’. It reminds us that care for the environment
is an issue which has been receiving increasing attention
from church leaders, including Pope John Paul II and
Pope Benedict.

THE CALL OF CREATION
Extracts from the Bishops’ Conference of England and

Wales document from 2002

It has become clear that care for the environment presents a
major challenge for the whole of humanity in the 21st
Century. The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and
Wales wishes to add its voice to the many calling for urgent
action to protect our earthly home from further destruction.
A way of life that disregards and damages God’s creation,
forces the poor into greater poverty, and threatens the right of
future generations to a healthy environment and to their fair
share of the earth’s wealth and resources, is contrary to the
vision of the Gospel.

The environmental crisis is especially complex since it
involves not only many branches of scientific knowledge,
but also politics and economics. The Church recognises
and respects the ‘autonomy of earthly affairs’ in all these
disciplines (Second Vatican Council, Pastoral Constitution
on the Church in the Modern World, 1965, Section 36). Its
own task is to ‘read the signs of the times’ and uncover the
spiritual and moral issues that lie at the root of the challenges
of our time.

Care for the environment is fundamental to the universal
good, since the health and well-being of all life depends on a
healthy environment. The full human development of
every human person both now and in future generations
cannot be separated from the fate of the earth.

In Catholic social teaching the concept of the common good
‘implies that every individual, no matter how high or low,
has a duty to share in promoting the welfare of the
community as well as a right to benefit from that welfare’.
Therefore, if the environmental crisis affects us all each of us
has the responsibility to play our part in addressing that
crisis. 

What is happening to the earth indicates that we must think
beyond local and national interests and define ‘the
community’ in global terms. The way we live and the
choices we make affect the lives of others: not only human
life, in fact, but also the other forms of life found on the
earth.

In 1983 the Catholic Bishops of the USA, referring to the
nuclear threat, wrote, ‘We are the first generation since
Genesis with the power to threaten the created order’.
Today we are threatened by the disregard of a minority for
the manner in which its way of life affects the rest of the
world.

The Bishops’ Conference offers these reflections to all
people of goodwill, particularly to Catholics, Christians of
other denominations, and followers of those other religions
that recognise the earth as the gift of a loving Creator. The
task before us is the shared problem of the human race, and
therefore demands the united effort of all humanity.

Our diocesan picture for this year’s theme:
The ‘Creation of the Animals’ by Il Tintoretto (1518-1594)

The environmental crisis has revealed the interdependence of
all creation. Whatever we do, whatever choices we make,
other people and the earth itself are affected. The symptoms
of distress that have been outlined indicate that many human
beings have lost an understanding of their true place in
creation.

By regarding the natural world merely as the ‘setting’ in
which we live, and by treating the gifts of creation solely for
the satisfaction of our supposed needs as consumers, we have
become alienated from the earth and from each other, and so
also from God.

As Pope John Paul II put it in his message for World Peace
Day in 1990, ‘The gravity of the ecological situation reveals
how deep is the human moral crisis’ (Section 13). To
recover health and harmony these broken relationships must
be restored and healed. 

The plight of the earth demonstrates that an individualistic
materialism cannot be allowed to drive out responsibility and
love, and that care for those in need, and respect for the rights
of future generations, are necessary to sustain a proper life
for all.

‘LEARNING TOGETHER’
ON CARE FOR CREATION

18th April 2009
(Saturday after Easter Sunday)

Catholic Church Hall, 1 Norwich Road, Wymondham,
NR18 0QE

Putting our care for God’s
creation into practice 

Rt. Hon. John Gummer, Catholic MP for Suffolk Coastal,
and Environment Minister from 1993-1997, discusses
how we can better care for God’s creation.

SO WHAT CAN I DO
ABOUT IT?

For a start, we can begin at home.  Such small
individual actions will not ‘save the planet’ on their
own, but they do make a difference, especially if we
all work together. 

v Recycle as much as possible

v Switch off all lights when not needed

v Change to as many energy-saving light 
bulbs as possible

v Turn off TV and other electrical equipment 
at the on/off button: do not leave on standby. 
One estimate suggests that the UK 
population pays  £163 million every year for 
electricity  used in keeping equipment on 
standby!

v Plant some trees (ideally in tropical areas, 
but here in East Anglia too!) – we will look 
for a way for the diocese to plant trees in a 
rainforest or equivalent

v Do not use more water than you really need; 
don’t leave taps running

v Use only as much electricity/gas/oil as you 
really need.  Turning the thermostat down 
by a degree or two makes a difference (and 
saves money!)

v Remove draughts and improve insulation

v Stop using plastic shopping bags; take a 
proper shopping bag instead.  Avoid using 
plastic bags altogether

v Use your car less; share transport when 
possible

CHECK OUT THESE WEBSITES
www.cutyourcarbon.org.uk

CUT-YOUR-CARBON
The Diocese of East Anglia has been registered as a
virtual community on this website, and I invite as many
of you as possible to join us there. It involves thinking
about your carbon footprint.  First, go to the website
address above.  Register and give information as
indicated (it takes about 5 minutes).  Make sure you take
up the option of joining the community of the ‘RC
Diocese of East Anglia’.

www.landshare.net
LANDSHARE

Landshare is a UK-wide initiative to make British land
more productive, set up by the TV ‘River Cottage’ chef,
Hugh Fearnley Whittingstall.  It helps people with land –
including churches – to allow members of the community
to grow their own vegetables, etc.

www.direct.gov.uk/en
GREENER LIVING

Once on the website, go to ‘Environment and Greener
Living’. This is the official government website for
citizens, and includes plenty of ‘green’ ideas.

With my warmest good wishes and prayers as we move
towards Holy Week and Easter.
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DIOCESAN SCHOOLS IN FOCUS

Visitors to St Bede’s Inter-church School in
Cambridge are welcomed by a new statue which has
pride of place in the entrance area.
Head teacher Richard Wilkin, appointed just over a
year ago, said: “It was clear to me when I arrived at
St Bede’s we needed something in the foyer that
announced clearly that Christ is at the heart of our
school, especially since He makes Himself so obvious
once you start talking to the students and staff!
“The statue was created by Peter Ball, a sculptor who
has work in many cathedrals and churches including
Southwell Minster and Winchester. I recommend that
you visit his website  to view his other works. 
“The figure of Christ reminds everyone of our
distinctive nature as a Christian school. 
“His arms are outstretched in welcome and yet there
is an air of mystery about this representation that
suggests the mystery at the heart of our faith. 
“In my first Lower School assembly of the year I
explained to our students the link between an original
creation like this statue and our own individual
uniqueness as God’s greatest creation. 
“I pointed out to them that objects of beauty reflect
the source of all beauty, which is God, and we give of
our best to Him in the best way our talents allow.”

Masterchef students
Two Year 10 students, Maddie Gardiner and Philippa Sutton,
from St Louis School in Bury St Edmunds took part in a
National Rotary Young Chef Competition 2009 at West
Suffolk Catering College.  
They were competing against students from the college and
other upper schools to represent Bury St Edmunds in the
regional final of the competition.  
The national finalist and competition winner will receive
£250, a day’s experience at Jamie Oliver’s restaurant and a
trip to the Olive Harvest in Tuscany.
The entrants were asked to prepare a three-course, healthy
meal for two people (starter, main course and dessert),
costing no more than £14.  They had two hours to prepare,
cook and serve the meal.  
One serving  was to be displayed on a table laid for two,
which would be photographed, and another serving was for
the judges to taste.
Philippa and Maddie put together their own menus, which
they practised over the Christmas holidays.
Philippa served Butternut Squash Soup with Ravioli of
Chestnut Mushroom and St Agur, Pan Fried Sea Bass with
Olive Tapenade set on a Potato Rosti, Ribbons of Vegetables
and Capsicum Sauce, Rich Chocolate Fondant with
Chantilly Cream.
Maddie served Pear with Rocket and Roquefort Salad,
Rosemary Seasoned Cod wrapped in Bacon with Duchess
Potatoes and Blueberry Queen of Puddings.
The chefs judging said the standard of cooking demonstrated
by competitors on the day was as high as that seen in their
restaurants (The Grid and Ravenwood Hall).  
Both of our students impressed the judges and, since they
could not separate them by ability, they decided to award
both girls with 3rd prize.
One of the judges described Maddie’s Blueberry Queen of
Puddings as the “best pudding in the whole competition. You
could just feel the blueberries popping in your mouth as you
ate the pudding”.  Philippa demonstrated an exceptionally
high level of skill and scored 9/10 for both her starter and her
dessert.

Maddie said “It gave me so much confidence and I realised
that if you put your mind to it you can do it”.
Philippa said “I enjoyed being able to learn a range of new
skills and I was delighted to have been chosen.  The
experience was amazing and it was lovely to have been
placed.”

Marking Mary Ward’s lifework
St Mary’s School, Cambridge celebrated the
400th anniversary of the founding of the Institute
of the Blessed Virgin Mary by Mary Ward  on 23
January with a student Mass, a visit from Pauline
Perry, Baroness of Southwark, and the launch of a
redesigned website. 

Mary Ward lived in the 17th Century and
believed passionately in female education at a
time when it was a radical view.  

She walked to Rome twice to lobby the Pope
and the event marked her birthday and is part of
the school’s year-long celebration.

St Mary’s Cambridge was founded by the order
and their motto for the anniversary year –
‘educating the women of tomorrow’ – reflects
Mary Ward’s own vision that: “Women in time to
come will do much.”  

The day of celebration began with a special
student Mass attended by more than 500 students.  

The Mass was followed by birthday cake in the

afternoon for the students and a visit from
Baroness Perry of Southwark who talked about
the work and role of the House of Lords. 

Headmistress of St Mary’s, Charlotte Avery,
said: “We are honoured to have the esteemed
Baroness speak at the school on this special day. 

“Her impressive achievements epitomise what
Mary Ward fought for – that if you remove the
barriers to education, there is nothing women
can’t achieve. ” 

St Mary’s also marked the anniversary by
launching a newly redesigned website,
www.stmaryscambridge.co.uk. 

The new site includes information about the
junior and senior schools as well as the sixth form.

It also present information for alumnae. 
The site offers an updated, user-friendly portal

for students, parents and other users to learn about
the school, stay abreast of current news and find
out about upcoming events.

Maddie Gardiner and Philippa Sutton

Maddie’s meal above and Philippa’s below
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Key Events in 2009 
From the Diocesan Youth Service
Monday May 4th
DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE WALK TO
WALSINGHAM
A sponsored walk to Walsingham raising money
for good causes, arriving in time for Mass at the
Diocesan Pilgrimage.
Wednesday May 27th
GO-KARTING IN SWAFFHAM 
Half term week
For anyone of secondary school age.
Thursday May 27th
GO-KARTING IN IPSWICH 
Half term week
For anyone of secondary school age.
Sunday July 12th
THE BIG ONE
Our main Diocesan event for young people.
Including competitive games, a barbecue, live
music and much more.
Held at St. Benedict’s School, Bury St.
Edmunds.
July 25th to August 3rd
YOUTH PILGRIMAGE TO TAIZE
Our annual pilgrimage to Taizé. For those 17-29.
For more information, go to
www.catholiceastanglia.org and click on ‘Young
People’ and then ‘Events’ or contact the
Diocesan Youth Service.
Contacting the
youth service
The Diocesan Youth Office, 
The White House, 21 Upgate,
Poringland, Norwich, Norfolk
NR14 7SH Tel: (01508) 494833
Mobile: (0781) 2004934 
Fax: (01508) 495358 
Email: dys@east-
angliadiocese.org.uk
Hamish MacQueen said there are often times when there
is nobody in the office. Please leave a message and
someone will return your call as soon as possible.

Candlelight celebration
Back at the beginning of

January, young people
from different parts of the

diocese came together in
Poringland for our ‘New Year
Epiphany Candlelight Mass’. 

This was a special Mass for all those
recently confirmed or preparing for
confirmation. 

During Mass, Bishop Michael invited
everyone to take a candle, light it and place it
on the altar to signify giving our lives to Christ. 

As it was Epiphany, people were asked to
bring wrapped gifts to be put into a lucky dip
and given out at the end of Mass to each other.
Some people came away with something much
better than they had brought, others didn’t!

After Mass, with glow sticks in hand,
everyone traipsed to the bottom of the Bishop’s
garden where a bonfire had been lit. 

Hot chocolate, jacket potatoes and fillings
were served while people warmed themselves
standing around the fire. The evening ended
with fireworks (double the amount we had last
year!).

Thanks to the Diocesan Youth Council who
planned the whole event, and especially those
who provided festive music at the Mass;
cooked and served the refreshments; and lit the
bonfire and fireworks.

Jean-Yves Kanyamibwa, a 3rd year
medical student from Cambridge,
describes how going on World Youth Day
last summer continues to affect his life.

Firstly, the trip was the most fun filled
two weeks of my life, period. 

It was also immensely spiritual; we
went to Mass everyday, saw and heard
the Pope celebrate Mass on several
occasions, and listened to bishops and
archbishops teach from all over the
world, including our very own Bishop
Michael! 

Personally, the most important factor
of WYD was listening to my self. 

Two years of  studying medicine and
all that entails can be fairly intense at
times, so the silence and peace that arises
from such a spiritual awakening trip was

very much appreciated. 
The listening helped me to decipher

what path I wanted to take in my life. I
decided to make a concerted effort to
make my life a life of giving and to be
committed to the care of others,
especially poor and vulnerable children. 

I prayed fervently to the Holy Spirit to
give me the power to endeavour in this
and I believe the fruits of this are already
starting to pay off. 

With a friend I have set up an
organisation to provide sustainable
medical care to children in Rwanda (for
more information go to
www.smilerwandasmile.com). 

Last Christmas I went to Rwanda to
give presents to orphanages and I am
campaigning to support SOS children’s

villages, the world’s largest children’s
charity. 

We, at the university, are working to
propel their community outreach
programme so that vulnerable children in
Rwanda can be given healthcare,
education and food.

The WYD Pilgrimage had a direct and
significant impact on my life, in which I
really feel it is important to recognise the
efforts and thank everyone who helped us
go there. 

Thank you! God Bless! Your ongoing
prayers for my work with Rwandan
children would be much appreciated!

(Oh! And on the last day, the day of the
Pope’s night vigil with the 400,000
pilgrims, it was my 20th Birthday – Best
Birthday EVER!!!)

World Youth Day a lifetime experience

If you are not sure what to do with a group of young
people, do not forget there are ideas on the Resources
pages of the diocesan website. 

Go to www.catholiceastanglia.org and click on ‘young
people’ and then ‘Resources’.

‘Youth Café’ has recently been run in St. Albans School
and ‘Knowing God Better’ (another video based resource)
is currently running at UEA. 

If you would like help on how to run these or similar
programmes in your school or parish, do get in touch with
Hamish in the Diocesan Youth Office.

There’s still time to book a place
Weekend Away for Young People (age 14+)
A time of ‘Faith Fun and Food’
Held at ‘The SION Community’, Brentwood
13th – 15th March 2009
Speakers include:
Hamish MacQueen (Director of Diocesan Youth Service)
Magdalen Houlihan (Pastoral Assistant, Clare Parish)
Steve Murray (Internationally acclaimed Mime Artist)
Organized by the Diocesan Youth Service and Clare Parish
For more information contact the Diocesan
Youth Service 

Resources reminder

Starting off the year with Bishop
Michael at Poringland



Page Six     OUR DIOCESAN FAMILY OUR DIOCESAN FAMILY Page Seven

Some of the Elders who regularly come to the fortnightly meetings

Fr David Finegan a former parish priest with Julia Manserell Pat Harrington with Sheila and David Johnson welcomed by Fr Peter Rollings at the celebration

Bishop Michael celebrated Mass at the Holy Family church in King’s Lynn with some of
the priests who had worked with the Elders and the team over the past 20 years.

The team of helpers are John Green, Renee Thomas, Ingeborg Shiers, Jim Smith, Jenny
Smith, Pat Harrington, Michael Griffiths, Miriam MacDonald and Nuala Dodds.

Many people from different parts of the local community and the parishes came to
celebrate the 20 year history of the Elders group in King’s Lynn

‘Some people will never understand why we
follow the Lord’s call. They think we are crazy,
but people also thought that Jesus was crazy;
we should be proud to share in such divine
insanity.’ Cardinal Van Thuan

The late Vietnamese Cardinal’s message is not
an obvious place to begin a description of
seminary life. 

After all, we seminarians are not nutcases
(generally), nor do we wear sandals and sleep
rough like the Franciscans, nor do we follow
the Carthusians in denying ourselves company
and carnivorous diets. 

But coming to seminary is still a divinely
insane thing to do. Why? 

For a start, it’s not training for a job we’ve
chosen to do. It’s a response to the Lord’s call,
to follow Him by serving His Church – the
Church which becomes our mystical bride.
How insane, in the world’s eyes! 

For another thing, our formation in
seminary will last six years. Many people ask
me: Why does it take so long? What do you
do? 

Much of our time here is spent studying, so
that we can ‘give an account of the hope that
is within us,’ the hope of the Gospel (1 Peter
3: 15). Philosophy, theology and scripture all
teach me of God’s faithful love for humanity,
humanity which is created in his divine image
and which can seek Him with a free will. 

This year I am preparing for the ministry of
lector, which is the ministry of reading these
same scriptures in church. 

And in order to better understand scripture,
I am being introduced to Latin, Greek and

Hebrew. Some of the Greek is still a bit like
Chinese to me… 

Seminary also involves pastoral formation,
whereby we go to parishes to see how a priest
ministers to people there: providing the
sacraments, preaching, visiting, overseeing
the organisation of the parish, and working
with the laity to build up Christ’s Church in
that place. 

I recently enjoyed a placement where I
spent time in the local prison, seeing how the
chaplain earned the prisoners’ respect because
of the way he treated them with Christ-like
concern and compassion. 

There are indeed a wide range of ministries
in the priesthood.

However, we cannot help other people, or
change ourselves, if we are not firstly open to
God’s grace in our lives, and seeking to unite
our will to His. 

That is why we spend time each day in
personal prayer, as well as praying together as
a community. 

Next to Mass, the most habitual prayer
which we pray is the Liturgy of Hours, the
age-old prayer of the Church based on the
psalms. 

As seminarians and as Christians we are
students of Christ’s divine insanity, learning
how to offer our lives as He offered His on the
Cross. 

But recognising that we are slow to learn
such love, we begin every Liturgy of the
Hours with a cry for His help: 

‘O God come to our aid. O Lord make haste to
help us!’

NEWS FROM OSCOTT SEMINARY

Sharers in the
Divine Insanity

Celebrating 20 years since the
Elders Group was founded
Agroup set up to look after

older parishioners at Our
Lady’s church and the

Holy Family in King’s Lynn has
celebrated 20 years since its
founding.

The Elders group was set up in January
1989 to bring together older parishioners
socially.

Pat Harrington, one of the founder
members of the help team that looks after
those who come to the fortnightly meetings,
said: “We meet on Friday and dedicated
drivers pick up the people and take them
home.

“Speakers regularly come to the meetings
to talk about a wide range of topics, we went
to see the pantomime before Christmas and
we have days out.

“Mostly it is a social occasion when people
come together to talk and pray,” Pat said.

However, many of the help team are now
over 60 years old and are entitled to become
Elders themselves but continue to care for
the older members.

The team of nine helpers are appealing for

more people to come forward and join them.
Pat Harrington welcomed Bishop Michael

to the celebration Mass and lunch for the
Elders group at the Holy Family and called
people’s attention to the words of Pope John
Paul II concerning the older generation.

The Pope said: “Elders enrich the lives of
our family. They too should be cherished not
merely tolerated for they are a source of
wisdom for the young and the future.”

These words are also written in a book of
remembrance on the altar at the Holy Family
recording the deaths of Elders for whom
prayers are said on their anniversary.

The book is kept up to date by John Smith
who taught calligraphy at the local college in
King’s Lynn.

The Elders themselves appreciate all that is
done for them and also the value of the
Friday fortnightly meetings.

Rachel Simons, 89, who lived much of her
married life in the east end of London, said
the meetings reminded her of the old times in
that community.

When her son died she was invited to come
to the meetings and this helped her come to
terms with her loss.

Peggy Roston said she looked forward to

the meetings because of the company. “I
meet my friends and often we go out on trips
together,” she said.

Mary Theresa Tighe paid tribute to the
helpers who made the meetings so good.
“They put a lot into the days, they pick us up
and bring us home.

“For many people it is a lifeline as they
would not get out otherwise.”

Margaret Kane said: “We all look forward
to the meetings.”

But the Elders also contribute to the
community themselves. Mary Prentice raised
£250 at the Walsingham Pilgrimage with a
sponsored walk despite having a walking
stick for a school in Gaza.

The parish group is also well respected by
the local community and this was marked by
the attendance of the Mayor and Mayoress of
the Borough of West Norfolk and King’s
Lynn David and Sheila Johnson.

David Johnson said he knew how valuable
groups like the Elders were in a community.
He was brought up in a West Norfolk village
where community ties were very close.

“So much so that many people there knew
more about their neighbours than the
neighbours knew about themselves.”

Bishop Michael in his homily talked about
Jesus calling companions who were to be his
apostles and drew the comparison with the
Elders group.

“The word ‘companion’ comes from Latin
for ‘someone you share bread with’ (cum and
panis). In Jesus’ time, people had little food
to share, and to share your bread was sign of
love and friendship.”

The Elders were people who shared their
food as they had a fortnightly meal together
and also came together in prayer.

“Companionship is central to all we are
today. I offer my congratulations to all those
involved for giving for 20 years.

“Many parishes which set up groups like
this sometimes struggle with a name.
Nothing is more appropriate than the Elders
which expresses dignity and experience. 

“All credit to them as they have much to
give to the life of the church and the
community.”

Fr Peter Rollings welcomed other priests
who had worked in the parish of Our Lady
and the Holy Family including Fr Tony
Shryane, Fr David Finegan and Fr Tony
Webb.

By Patrick Byrne
Pat Harrington is pictured
with Bishop Michael (left).
Pat  helps to organise
speakers such as Noreen
Partridge who supports a
school in India for which
the Elders knitted blanket,
and experts from the
Osteoporosis Society.

Lou Smith the organist at
the Holy Family also puts
on musical events.
Masses are regularly said
for deceased Elders.

Pictured right is John
Smith with the book of
remembrance into which
he writes the names of
Elders who have passed
away.

The Catenians in Norwich have
made a £500 contribution to
their organisation’s national
centenary appeal which aims to
raise £100,000 towards
providing clean water and better
sanitation in Zimbabwe.
A cheque was handed over to
David Taylor KSG KCH, grand
president of the association at
the monthly dinner.
Pictured here are David Taylor
and John Kenny
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The editor Patrick
Byrne needs news
about activities and
people in parishes.
Please send a few
notes and a jpg
picture by email or
with a photograph in the post but
do not embed pictures in Word or
other documents as quality is
impaired when they are extracted.

To get in touch with the editor the
details are listed below.

Our Diocesan Family,
The White House, 21 Upgate,
Poringland, Norfolk NR14 7SH. 
Tel/Fax: 01603 627409 and 

email:
ptjbyrne@patrickbyrne.go-

plus.net

Parish news
still needed

Narthex is ready to roll

How to help establish an eco-cathedral

Enclosed sanctuary puts focus on altar
The final stage of the enclosure of the
sanctuary has taken place with the
hanging of dossals on the riddle posts
installed last year.

The bright red colour with gold
metallic thread has been designed to
blend with overall hue of the east
window behind them.

The purpose of enclosing the
sanctuary was to ensure the focus of
cathedral congregations would be on the
new high altar and the services that take
place there.

The project was funded by the Friends
of the Roman Catholic Cathedral of East
Anglia. The group’s secretary Pat Walter
said: “Our architect, Russell Taylor, had

to work within a specified brief that met
the requirements of Bishop Michael, the
Historic Churches Committee and
English Heritage.

“Fourteen blue and gold riddle posts
were made in the workshops of
Henderson and Ledfern. Each is 4m
high and is made from yellow poplar,
also known as tulip wood.

“The blue and gold design was
extensively used in mediaeval times.

“Each of the riddle posts is
surmounted with an angel playing a
different musical instrument.

“The angels are moulded in plaster,
cast in resin and finished in gold leaf.

“Their instruments were in common

usage in mediaeval times. Eleven of
these musicians are already depicted
inside the cathedral or are part of the
angelic orchestra which alternates with
the apostles around the arch of the Great
West door,” she said.

Three angelic musicians with the
triangle, shawm and double pipe can be
seen in figures in other religious
foundations of the Middle Ages.

The dossal fabric is 127cm wide with
a matt satin finish, 81% cotton, 9% gold
metallic thread and 10% rayon.

The dossals have a drop of 3.65m with
cotton interlining to given them extra
body so they hang well from steel rods
with golden ropes.

The dossals around the sanctuary blending with Advent
decoration at the cathedral.

The stone plaque that marks the entrance to the Narthex

Contractors have been
appointed to start
construction of the

Narthex at the cathedral.  
John Youngs of Norwich, a well-

known city firm with a wealth of
experience of similar projects, won
the contract against some stiff
competition.

Work is due to start in a few weeks
with an extremely tight building
programme, planned to finish before
Christmas 2009.

The Cathedral community has been
working towards a start on the project
for a number of years and secured a £1m
grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund in
2007 as well as achieving support from
a host of national and local grantmakers.  

People throughout the diocese have
been generous in their support of the
project.

Cathedral dean, Fr James Walsh said:
‘We are thrilled that we have finally
reached this point.  

“We still have some fundraising to do
between now and completion of the
project but I know that once people see

the Narthex taking shape, the remaining
fundraising will be relatively easy.’

There will soon be a special section on
the Cathedral website
(www.stjohncathedral.co.uk) showing
progress with construction and with a
photographic record, updated
fortnightly. 

Anyone who would like to make a
donation should send their cheque
payable to the RC Cathedral of East
Anglia P&D Trust to Cathedral
Development Office (ODF), Cathedral
House, Unthank Road, Norwich, NR2
2PA.

St John’s Cathedral in Norwich has begun a
novel journey, inspired by our Diocesan theme
for 2009.  

Bishop Michael has encouraged us all to
think about how we can be better stewards of
our planet and the cathedral is planning a giant
step to reduce its massive carbon footprint.

A series of catastrophic rainstorms (possibly
a symptom of climate change!) late last
summer knocked out two of the gas-fired
heaters in the cathedral basement.  

Every cloud has a silver lining, and this
‘disaster’, which has made this winter
especially chilly for cathedral congregations,
provided a rare opportunity to explore possible
carbon neutral heating systems for the massive
church. 

Cathedral estate manager Pat Limacher has
been working with the Carbon Trust to find a
suitable heating solution.

Naomi Perowne, cathedral development
officer, unearthed a unique funding
competition, run by EEDA, and in the January
edition of ODF Bishop Michael launched a Cut
Your Carbon community for the diocese as part
of the entry to this competition. 

“So far, our community has well over 200
members, many of whom have worked out
their own contribution to climate change (their
carbon footprint) on line and received advice
on how to save energy and cut carbon
emissions,” Naomi said.  

“The Cathedral has entered the competition
and hopes to win funding for a £200,000
sustainable heating system, using wood pellets.  

“Such a ‘carbon-neutral’ system will allow

the cathedral and the Narthex to be heated at a
constant ambient temperature, giving us all a
warm welcome and also helping to conserve
the building.” 

Cathedral Dean, Fr James Walsh, said, “Our
Cathedral hosts many important Diocesan
events and services throughout the year.  

“The Lent and Holy Week liturgies are often
held in the coldest months and it is so
important that the Cathedral is warm and
hospitable.  

“The Rite of Election, held on the First
Sunday of Lent, is the occasion when we
welcome our new catechumens and candidates
to the Cathedral; the Chrism Mass on the
Wednesday of Holy Week is the one time in the
year when the Diocese comes together as a
family.  

“We receive so many visitors from all over
the world and we all want to give them as
warm a welcome as possible.  I do hope many
more out in the diocese will join our Cut Your
Carbon Community and make it possible for us
to have a warm Cathedral!” 

If you have a problem please email Naomi
Perowne  development@stjohncathedral.co.uk

Contractor appointed and given tight schedule
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BUILDING BRIDGES in the Holy Land

First Name…………………….........................…………

Surname.....………………………........................………

Address…………………........................……………..…

……………………………………........................……...

…………………………....         Postcode…………….

Amount enclosed……………..
Anything you give will be divided equally between
Cambodia and the Holy Land, unless you indicate below
by ticking one or other that all your money should go to
that project:      

CHURCH CENTRE, PAILIN (Cambodia) .......
SCOUTS INSTRUMENTS (Palestine)     .....…    

GIFT AID DECLARATION
(if appropriate)
I wish the RC Diocese of East Anglia to reclaim tax on
this donation.  I have paid an amount of UK tax or
capital gains tax equal to any tax claimed.

Signed…………………………………....

Date…………………………....................
Please send to:

Bishop Michael, ‘Building Bridges’, 21 Upgate,
Poringland, Norwich, NR14 7SH

Registered charity no. 278742

Each year, the Diocese of East Anglia takes on a
special project in each of its two twin dioceses:
the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem, and the
Apostolic Prefecture of Battambang in
Cambodia.  This page gives details of the new
Holy Land project for 2009. Details of this year’s
Cambodia project are on Page 2 (News from the
Bishop).

The pipes, the pipes are calling!!
Across the Holy Land, the Church is keen to encourage not
only the spiritual life of its young people, but also to provide
every opportunity for those same young people to meet
socially and in safety. 

Most of the Latin Patriarchate parishes have their school,
church, presbytery and hall on one “campus” which usually
includes an outside basketball or football pitch. These areas
are often fenced and floodlit, providing a safe a secure area
for young people to meet and enjoy themselves.

Along with the provision of “safe space” the Catholic
Church is very keen to support the Scouting movement, and
many parishes have a Catholic Scout group for both boys and
girls. 

They organise opportunities for personal social development
with talks and presentations; they hold teaching sessions on
matters of the faith, they are involved in community projects
to help less fortunate members of society and they engage in
public service activities like keeping their locality tidy and
clean. 

Annually, along with Scouting groups across the world, they
organise a camp where the young people learn social and
practical skills in a lively and enjoyable environment. 

Due to movement restrictions imposed on them by the Israeli
authorities, only a lucky few are able to participate in
international gatherings.

Across the Patriarchate, thousands of young people are
involved in this organisation, but they are most noted for
their musical abilities and skills. Every Scout group has its
own drum and pipe band! 

This may seem strange for a country so far removed from
Scotland, but the Arabic music shares it roots with the music
of Breton in France and the Basque region of Northern Spain
where, again, bagpipes form part of the musical landscape. 

The local bands march and play at major feasts and
celebrations in their town or village; it is an impressive and
emotional sight to see upwards of a hundred young people
adding their own touch to the parish saint’s day or to the
arrival of a local dignitary.

Maybe the most impressive display by the bands of the
various Scout groups is in Ramallah on Holy Saturday when
parishes gather from all across Palestine to welcome the
“Easter Light”. 

Earlier that day, the Greek Orthodox Patriarch has emerged
from the Holy Tomb in Jerusalem carrying the new light of
Easter, much as we have in our tradition when the Paschal
candle is lit at the Easter Vigil. 

This light is then carried by hand to all the Orthodox parishes
across the Holy Land, coming first to Ramallah in Palestine. 

Proud to be Palestinian – expressed in music

Christians together– and Fr Paul Maddison from St Ives
lurking (back left)
In a wonderful display of ecumenism, both Orthodox and
Catholic parishes share in a great service of welcome as the
light is carried into the city, and the Scout bands accompany
the light as it is carried to the main square. 

Moslems too join in the crowds to welcome the light and to
cheer the bands as they pass. After the celebrations in
Ramallah, the bands re-form in their own towns and villages
to welcome the light there too!

Drums and bagpipes do have a limited life! They can only
survive so many celebrations and the summer heat does not
help their long life! 

Each year, the Latin Patriarchate in Jerusalem receives many
requests to help with the replacement of worn out drums and
pipes. 

This year, as our diocesan project, we would like to provide
assistance to help this work as a sign of our solidarity with
our twin Diocese.

The pipes through the streets of Ramallah

This is a very practical way of supporting and encouraging
the young people in our twin diocese, and their communities.

Our few Catholic Scout groups in East Anglia may wish to
make their own special contribution.  Perhaps music groups
in parishes could put on special fund-raising events.  Just a
thought!

CAN YOU HELP?
Our two main diocesan ‘Building Bridges’ projects this
year are helping to build a church centre in Pailin,
Cambodia and to provide drums, bagpipes, etc for
Catholic Scouts in the Holy Land.
Would you like to support these projects? 
Cheques should be made payable to the ‘RC Diocese of
East Anglia’.
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS IN MARCH AND APRIL

Plea for priests’ fund 

MARCH
1st Rite of Election at 

Cathedral at 4.00pm
4th Norwich Cathedral Lent 

Lecture 1 at 7.30pm
5th College of Consultors at 

Poringland
6th Blessing of new school 

buildings, St John 
Fisher, Peterborough  

7th College of Deacons at 
Poringland at 11.00am
Mass at Cambourne at 
5.00pm

8th Mass at Ditton Hill at 
10.15am
Two Cathedrals Evening 
Prayer & Dialogue at St 
John’s Cathedral 4.00pm

9th/10th Norwich Cathedral Lent 
Lecture 2 at 7.30pm

14th Visit seminarians
at Oscott College

15th Diocesan Youth Council 
at Poringland 
3.00-7.00pm

16th Bishops’ Conference 
Standing Committee 
in London

17th/18th Committee for Christian 
Unity (at Welwyn 
Garden City)

18th Norwich Cathedral Lent 
Lecture 3 at 7.30pm

20th Suffolk Church Leaders 
Meeting in Ipswich 

at 12.30
21st Lay Ministers 

Commissioning Day at 
Newmarket

22nd Mass at University of 
East Anglia Chaplaincy 
at 6.00pm

23rd/24th Christian/Muslim Forum 
in Leeds

24th Lent Talk at All Souls, 
Peterborough at 7.30pm

25th Shrine Council Mass & 
Meeting at Walsingham 
at noon
Norwich Cathedral Lent 
Lecture 4 at 7.30pm

26th Diocesan Finance Board 
at Poringland

27th West Norfolk Catenian 
Circle Inaugural Mass & 
Dinner at 4.00pm

28th/29th Parish Visitation to St 
Philip Howard, 
Cambridge

30th Diocesan Personnel 
Board at Bury 
St Edmunds

APRIL
1st Norwich Cathedral Lent 

Lecture 5 at 7.30pm
3rd Archbishop Kelly’s 

Silver Jubilee of 
Episcopal Ordination in 
Liverpool

5th Palm Sunday Mass at 
Cathedral at 9.00am

Ecumenical Service at St 
Mary’s Church, Clare at 
3.00pm

6th Reconciliation Service at 
Cathedral at 7.30pm

8th Chrism Mass at 
Cathedral at 7.30pm

9th Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper at Cathedral 
at 7.30pm

10th Good Friday Liturgy at 
Cathedral at 3.00pm
United Service at 
Norwich Cathedral 
at 6.00pm

11th Easter Vigil Mass at 
Cathedral at 8.30pm

18th Confirmations at 
Woodbridge at 6.00pm

20th Cambridgeshire 
Ecumenical Council 
(all day meeting)
Chaplaincy at Work 
meeting in Cambridge 
at 5.30pm

24th Norfolk Church Leaders 
at Poringland at noon
Norfolk & Waveney 
Churches Together at 
Poringland at 2.30pm

25th CWL Mass & AGM at 
St George’s, Norwich, 

26th Diocesan Youth Council 
at Poringland 
3.00-7.00pm

27th – 30th Bishops’ Conference 
meeting in Leeds

Parish priest of St George’s  in Norwich, Fr
Tony McSweeney, extreme right, is pictured
celebrating 25 years since his ordination
with a Mass and a reception. About 300
parishioners of all ages marked the Silver
Jubilee. Fr Hugh Flower, parish priest in
Eastbourne, who trained for the ministry at
St John’s seminary near Guildford with Fr
McSweeney preached the homily. He
described how Fr McSweeney’s
relationship with the parish he had served
for 10 years gave him confidence.  Paul
Alcock expressed the appreciation that the
parish held for their priest.

A plea has been issued for donations and legacies
to help boost the East Anglia Diocesan Sick and
Retired Priest’ Fund which stood at £883,210 in
cash property and investments at the end of 2006.

Money from the fund provides support for
diocesan priests who are permanently or
temporarily incapacitated by reason of old age,
infirmity, illness of accident.

In the case of priests who are sick assistance is
provided to enable them to resume their active
ministry as quickly as possible.

The fund will aim to help with the costs of
surgery, of psychiatric and other treatment and for
convalescence when recommended by medical

practitioners and approved by the bishop.
“For those priests who retired before October

2000, when the East Anglia Diocesan Priests’
Pension Fund was established, the fund can
provide discretionary grants in retirement.

Bishop Michael said: “One of my most
important duties is care for the priests who care for
you. For some of that care, I need your help and
support.

“We need to build up our diocesan fund for our
sick and retired priests. Please be as generous as
you can.”

Details of the fund can be found in leaflets
distributed to churches.

Minster Mass for Mary Ward

Project for Bolivia is transferred

Discussions on pressing issues

Some 2000 people gathered at a Mass in York Minster in January to celebrate
the 400th anniversary of Mary Ward’s foundation of the Congregation of Jesus
and the Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The principal celebrant was Cardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor who opened
his address by reading cordial greetings from Pope Benedict XVI who was
himself educated by the CJ sisters in Bavaria. 

The message said, “For 400 years, religious women have drawn inspiration
from Mary Ward’s determination and courage, and following her example, they
have dedicated themselves to carrying out God’s will through an active apostolic
service. 

“Generations of students have cause to be grateful to the sisters for the
Christian education they have received, and many more have benefited from the
spiritual guidance and the formation for discipleship.”

Mary Ward sisters from as far afield as Kenya, Canada and Korea as well as
those from Britain and Ireland were joined by members of the Mary Ward
Association, family, friends, former pupils and colleagues from their many
ministries in a packed Minster.  

Sisters from the CJ communities in Cambridge and Norwich were joined by
staff of St. Mary’s School, Bateman Street, founded by the Congregation of
Jesus in 1898.  

Mgr Tony Rogers of Our Lady and English Martyrs church, Cambridge, and
other clergy and friends also came from East Anglia. 

The Project for Bolivia for many years
associated with St Joseph’s parish in
St Neots and supported by groups in
Thetford, Cambridge and Ipswich is
passing the baton on to the Amenecer
Foundation.

The project has worked with this
organisation founded by Sr Stephanie
RIP in Cochabamba, Bolivia, for many
years and they will continue the work
with the street children.

Hundreds of volunteers from the
British Isles, the USA and Sweden

went to Bolivia to work with Sr
Stephanie and the children and six out
10 of them came from Scotland.

The final newsletter pays tribute to
the final volunteer Philomena Walsh
who worked in a home for 110 boys
whose parents were too poor to feed
them.

Further support must be sent to the
Director, Amanecer, Casilla 2431,
Cochabamba, Bolivia, as final
accounts for the Project for Bolivia are
now being drawn up.

The University of East Anglia energy expert, Dr Keith Tovey, will give a talk
entitled - How do we respond to the challenges facing us? 

There will be a discussion afterwards and it is aimed at those in the churches
and beyond as it is hosted by Churches Together in King’s Lynn.

It will be held on Wednesday February 18 at  7.30 pm at London Road
Methodist Church.

Mary Prentice will give a a talk entitled ‘What a Wonderful World’ at the
meeting of Churches Together in King’s Lynn Justice and Peace Group  on
Tuesday 10 March 2009 at 7.30pm at the Holy Family Church, Field Lane in
Kings Lynn. All are welcome to attend both meetings.

Tony Baker, immediate past president of Norwich Circle of the Catenian
Association, staged the annual Carol Concert at his home which naturally is
a barn-conversion as Tony’s main business interest is converting barns into
luxury houses. Each Norwich Circle brother present was allocated a
passage to recite or sing to the keyboard music supplied by local leading
head teacher Gerry Batty, a former president of Hull Circle and son of the
late Harry Batty of New Forest Circle. A raffle raised £400 towards this
year’s President’s Charity Fund which will be split between the ‘Water
Appeal for Africa’ and ‘Sick and Retired Clergy of the Diocese’.

Views from OLEM church
Inside and over the west door of
Our Lady and English Martyrs
church in Cambridge stands the
figure of Our Lady of the
Assumption crowned with lilies
and standing on the crescent
moon with the vanquished
serpent beneath, pictured right. 

There is much more for the
visitor to see in the church that
reflects its history.

The west window shows the

English Martyrs arranged in two
principal groups, the clergy on
the south side with St John
Fisher in their midst and the laity
on the north grouped round St

Thomas More.
The title English Martyrs is in

honour of the people that died for
their faith in penal times many of
whom had studied at Cambridge
University or had links to the
city.

Beside the South aisle is an
ancient statue of Our Lady with
the Child Jesus. This statue is
understood to be a gift in 1850
from Emmanuel College.


