
THE DIOCESAN TRUSTEES
what and who are they?
Most people only hear about the Diocesan
Trustees and Diocesan Finance Board when they
make decisions which affect parish life,
especially when proposed parish projects are
delayed or even turned down.  They can be seen
as unknown outsiders interfering unduly in parish
life.

We need to remember that it is the Diocese itself
which is the main ‘unit’ of the Catholic Church
that everyone belongs to, and a local parish is but
a very special ‘portion’ of the overall diocese. The
Bishop has overall responsibility for the finances
of the diocese, assisted and advised by the
Episcopal Vicar for Finance (Mgr Philip
Shryane), the Diocesan Financial Administrator
(John Pitt) and the Diocesan Trustees, usually
sitting as the Diocesan Finance Board four times
each year.

The Diocese of East Anglia is registered with the
Charity Commission, and has the benefits of full
charitable status. The East Anglia Roman
Catholic Diocese Trustee is a company limited
by guarantee and acts as a Custodian Trustee
Company. The Trustees (currently Bishop
Michael, three priests, a deacon and four lay
people with particular areas of expertise) have a
special responsibility for ensuring that the diocese
pursues its objects as set out in its  Trust Deed,
that it acts within the civil law, that all its money
and assets are prudently managed and efficiently
and properly used, that adequate financial
procedures are in place and observed, etc.

The Trustees meet quarterly, sitting as the
Diocesan Finance Board together with other lay
advisors who include the Diocesan Financial
Administrator, the Bishop’s Financial Secretary
and a representative from the firm of accountants
appointed by the diocese.  The financial affairs of
the diocese are overseen by this Diocesan Finance
Board which receives financial reports from the
Financial Administrator.  The Finance Board
exists to advise the Bishop in his administration
of the temporal goods of the diocese.

So – who are the Diocesan Trustees? They have
a wealth of expertise and experience between
them on vital issues affecting diocesan and parish
planning and development.

Mrs Moira Goldstaub is a parishioner from
Stowmarket. She is a barrister practising in
Planning, Local Government and Land Law, as
well as a part-time Tribunal Judge of the Social
Entitlement Chamber (dealing with matters of
Social Security).  She has particular expertise in
matters relating to both the tenure of land and its
development.  She is mother of three, a keen
gardener and cattle keeper!

Deacon Nicholas Greef is a Deacon at St
George’s, Norwich. He has been employed in a
variety of roles within the building industry for
over 30 years, and built up a knowledge covering
working as a contractor and a client. He sits on
the Diocesan Buildings Sub-Committee. He is
currently studying for the Nebosh Diploma in
Occupational Health and Safety. 

Mr Robert Meakin is a solicitor specialising in
charity law and a former Charity Commission

lawyer.  He is married with four children, and the
family are parishioners at OLEM.

Mrs Anne Parry was invited to become one of
the first lay trustees by Bishop Peter Smith. She
sits as a magistrate in the adult and youth courts
for South East Sussex.  She helped the Diocesan
Marriage Tribunal as a lay auditor for about ten
years.  She has supported her parish, St Mary’s,
Ipswich, in many different ways, and considers
her area of expertise to be common sense and
speaking for the ordinary parishioner.

Mrs Marie Roberts’ background and expertise is
in helping organisations with staffing matters and
organisational development. She is
professionally qualified (a Fellow of the
Chartered Institute of Personnel and
Development), has an MBA and is a qualified
Mediator. Marie has worked extensively in the
public sector at board level and now runs her own
consultancy business.

Mgr Tony Rogers is a Trustee as Vicar General,
and parish priest of OLEM, Cambridge, with long
experience of the diocese as do the following two
priests:

Mgr Philip Shryane is Episcopal Vicar for
Finance, and parish priest of Bury St Edmunds.
He also chairs the Diocesan Buildings Sub-
Committee.

Mgr Peter Leeming is parish priest of St Mary’s,
Ipswich and the local Dean. He has been a
member of the Diocesan Schools Service
Commission for many years.

Bishop Michael chairs the Trustees/Finance
Board.
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July Second
Collections

Sunday 12th July (Sea Sunday)
THE APOSTLESHIP OF THE SEA

The Apostleship of the Sea is an agency of
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England
and Wales. It is both a mission and welfare
outreach of the Church, providing help to all
seafarers regardless of colour, creed or
nationality. It works closely with its
ecumenical partners.  This mission is a very
important but often forgotten work. Those
who work on the ships that bring to our
country so many of the goods that we take for
granted, are among the poorest people and
are separated from their families for long
periods. They deserve all the support,
hospitality and care we can give them during
their short stays in our ports between trips.
Many seafarers are Catholics. Large numbers
of Filipino seafarers work on ships coming to
the UK. 

Sunday 26th July
DAY FOR LIFE

On this annual Day for Life, this special
collection supports the Linacre Centre (the
Catholic centre for bioethics) and pro-life
charities. This year’s focus is on support for
people who consider suicide.

OLIVE AID: Many thanks to all who responded
so generously to the appeal in the last edition for
money to buy new olive saplings for Palestine.

FR MICHAEL’S MISSION IN PERU
Fr Michael Ryan is now back in Peru with the Society of St James, after many
years as parish priest of St Mark’s, Ipswich.  Here is his first report of his new
parish community.

Here I am in the remote mountain Parish of Velille in the Peruvian Andes some
12,238 feet above sea level!  I am accompanying Fr Allen, who is a fellow
member of the Missionary Society of St James the Apostle, a group of English
speaking diocesan priests who answer the call originally put out 51 years ago
by the then Pope that priests in the developed world should be lent for a time
to be missionaries in Latin America. 

The encyclical was ´Fidei Donum´– ´Gift of Faith´. I am here to pick up the
threads once again of the mountain ministry to the poorest of the poor.  I am
beginning to put into practice my Quechua, the ancient Peruvian mountain
language, after my formal studies in Lima. 

This parish which serves many mountain villages from the main town had been
abandoned for over five years. The isolated parish was a trial to get to.  After a
flight to the City of Cusco there was a 10 hour bus journey, the last few hours
on unmade roads, crammed with people and produce and a few animals that
arrived inconveniently at around 2am in the pouring rain.  But the dawn
revealed a place of breathtaking mountain scenery.

The environment is very tough but the friendliness of the people especially the
many children and youths more than makes up for it. Velille is in an area called
Chumbivilcas and the Chumbibilcanos are mainly cowboys with excellent
horsemanship. There are also sheep and some llamas.  It is not a great crop
growing area.  The people are renowned for their toughness and independent
spirit from a very young age. 

In order to attend school many of the young are left with a brother or sister to
live in a rented room in the town with the parents looking after the animals they
have some distance away in the countryside. They are only able to visit their
children once a week or once every few weeks on a Monday which is market
day. Lots of meat and cheese are on sale; much of it is transported to the city
of Arequipa which is another 10 hour overnight trip over the Andes but towards
the coast.

These children are very poor and struggle to survive in odds that are stacked
against them.  Not all the children in the parish attend a school but those that
do and their families are prepared to make great sacrifices in the hope of
gaining a better life through education. 

We were trying to persuade the mother of seven children who live in a tumble
down shack built of stone with a leaky thatched roof patched up with
corrugated iron sheets to let her 12-year-old daughter, Martha, attend secondary
school rather than look after a few sheep that the family have.  Martha and her
young little barefoot brother Yoel attend Mass daily and sing in the enthusiastic
choir. This is led by two nuns from the new Peruvian order of ´Jesus the poor´.
They are a great example and live very simply among the poor.

It seems a long time ago now that I was packing up and sorting out belongings
with the kind help of a group of parish volunteers while enjoying a round of
goodbye parties in Ipswich.  Long ago and far away but still very close in my
thoughts and prayers and I remain deeply appreciative of the generosity and
support always forthcoming from the parishioners and deanery. 

My mission web site is: 
www.michaelsmission.org.uk  

Any donations may be sent to ´Michael´s Mission´, c/o Edmund Smitheram,
Kingswood, Back Lane, Dedham, Colchester, Essex  CO7 6BQ
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THE BISHOP TEACHES
BEING CHRIST’S CHURCH TOGETHER
You are probably reading this newspaper
because you are a member of Christ’s
Church, and most likely a Catholic.  But what
does that really mean?  Here is a very brief
and inadequate summary from Bishop
Michael’s CTS booklet Being a Catholic. 
THE COMMUNITY OF DISCIPLES
Some people see being a Christian as simply a matter of a
personal, even private, relationship between the Lord and
each individual. The New Testament makes it clear that there
is no such thing as a purely individual Christian faith,
avoiding belonging to the Church, the community of
disciples.

Jesus came to bring about a new ‘at-one-ment’ or
communion between God and his people. Jesus formed his
disciples into a group closely united around himself, and the
same is true of his disciples today. 

Unity with one another is central to being saved by Jesus.
Faith in Jesus and discipleship of him are communal by their
very nature. We are members of God’s one family, and so
brothers and sisters of each other. The New Testament
describes Christians as members making up the one body of
Christ, living stones built together into a dwelling-place for
God (Romans 12:4-5; 1 Peter 2:5). 1 can no more be a
‘churchless’ Christian than a part of the human body can
survive cut off from the rest. The Holy Spirit dwells in each
of us, uniting us with Christ and with one another in an
intimate communion of lives.

Christians gather together into communities which worship
and live their Christian faith together. This visible unity is an
important part of being a Christian. These local gatherings
are not simply human communities like any other. God
himself is deeply involved, making us the People of God the
Father, the Body of Jesus Christ, the living Temple of the
Holy Spirit. A community of disciples is a true ‘church’ of
Christ when it gathers together to celebrate the Eucharist,
listening to God’s word, entering deeply into Jesus’ offering
of himself, and receiving his ‘at-one-ing’ presence in Holy
Communion.

Local eucharistic communities (parishes, etc.) are led by one
or more ordained ministers (priests and deacons) as living
signs of the risen Lord. Every Christian is called to serve the
local community of disciples in his or her particular way. All
members of a church need each other and depend on each
other, and we each have special gifts from God for building
up the church in its work for Christ (I Corinthians 12). All of
us together are that Church.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
As an individual Christian cannot be a full disciple without
belonging to a community of disciples, so also a parish
community cannot be truly a church on its own, in isolation
from other Christian communities.

The local church belongs to a communion of such churches
called a diocese, gathered round their bishop. The bishop
serves the unity in faith of all the communities in his care,
keeping them faithful to the teaching and mission of the
apostles. Bishops are in a real sense successors of the
apostles, carrying on their authoritative witness to the risen
Jesus and their pastoral care of the churches. 

The bishop is chief shepherd and high priest of his diocese.
Indeed, the fundamental unit of the Church we each belong
to is firstly the Diocese gathered around the Bishop. The
Diocese is divided up for practical reasons into ‘parishes’ as
‘portions’ of the diocese, but parishes make no sense apart
from the diocese.

The East Anglia banner at World Youth Day
Once again, even a diocese cannot be fully a ‘church’ in
isolation, but only if it is in communion with the worldwide
community of churches, the universal Church of Christ.

In Catholic teaching, the Bishop of Rome, the Pope, has a
central role in preserving and deepening unity among all the
bishops of the world. Each diocese shows its communion
with all the others by being visibly united in faith to Rome
and its bishop.

Peter was given a special role by Jesus, to be the ‘rock’ on
which the Church was founded, the central foundation stone
among the twelve apostles. He was to strengthen his
brothers, preserve their unity, and feed the flock of Christ
(Luke 22:32; John 21:15-19; Matthew 16:15-19). Catholics
believe that the Pope is a successor of St Peter, continuing his
ministry of being chief shepherd among his fellow
shepherds, always as the servant of Christ himself, the Good
Shepherd. This is the purpose of the primacy of the Pope, a
primacy of love.

Authority in the Church, understood by Jesus in terms of
service, is exercised above all by the bishops of the world
united with the Pope. Sometimes they gather in great
councils like the Second Vatican Council in the early 1960s
which met to renew the Church for its mission in the modern
world. Sometimes the Pope speaks as chief pastor to the
whole Church.

English bishops among others at world Youth Day in
Sydney 2008 – the whole Church together
In Catholic teaching the Holy Spirit works through the
bishops as instruments in keeping the Church today faithful
to Jesus and to the apostles’ witness. Because it is so
important for God’s people not to stray from the truth of
Christ, we believe that when the bishops together speak with
authority to the whole Church on a matter of faith or morals,
the Spirit preserves them from error. 

This is also true of the Pope if he speaks with his full
authority as chief pastor. This is what Catholics mean by an
infallible teaching office. It does not mean that every time
the Pope or bishops say something, they must be right! It

only applies under certain strict circumstances when an
authoritative statement is needed. When divisions on
doctrine threaten the Church’s unity in faith, it is vital that
there should be an effective ministry which can faithfully
discern what teaching is truly from the Lord. 

It is really God’s own way in a human community of keeping
his promise to remain with his disciples and to keep them
faithful to himself.

CATHOLICS & OTHER CHRISTIANS
The Church is a ‘communion’, a community bound together
by what we hold ‘in common’. The more we share, the more
‘in communion’ we are with each other. Catholics believe
that certain key visible elements are willed by Jesus for his
Church. 

These include the New Testament and its faithful
interpretation; all seven sacraments; the ministry of bishops,
priests and deacons, and the ministry of the Pope, all serving
the visible worldwide communion of the Church; also the
whole Tradition of the Church through the ages, a living
communion with the faith of the great Councils of the
Church and of the saints, so that we believe now what they
believed then.

Only Christian communities which have ‘in common’ all of
these key visible elements share ‘full communion’. The
Catholic Church sees itself as being unique in having this
fullness of visible communion. Others have ‘partial
communion’ in varying degrees depending on how much
they share. This says nothing about Christians’ commitment
to Christ, holiness of life or zeal for the Gospel.

Every Christian and Christian community throughout the
world should be fully visibly united as a powerful sign of the
‘at-one-ment’ Christ came to bring. Tragically, divisions
have occurred over the centuries. The Eastern Orthodox
Churches share almost everything in common with
Catholics, but there are difficulties to overcome before full
reunion is possible. 

Protestants in the West abandoned communion with the Pope
and re-interpreted the Church’s faith in ways unacceptable to
the Catholic Tradition. Faults lay on both sides, and serious
efforts are being made to heal the divisions. 

The Catholic Church is totally committed to this work of
reconciliation. Tremendous progress has been made in recent
years, and we now understand each other much better,
working and worshipping together more closely, often in
close friendship. 

This movement towards Christian unity (‘ecumenism’) does
not mean abandoning or watering down our Catholic faith. It
does however involve being prepared to listen and to learn
from others, to rediscover our common heritage, and to
enrich our tradition with the insights of other Christian
communities.  

Ultimately, we must continue to pray and work for full
Christian unity because it is the will of Jesus himself that we
all be one, as he and his Father are one.



Page Four March 2009OUR DIOCESAN FAMILY

DIOCESAN SCHOOLS IN FOCUS

Textile devotions

Notre Dame
advertisement
publisher to
place

Children lead honours for Our Lady Tom Hands, Year 7, from St Bede’s Inter-Church
School, won two out five matches in the under-13
Butterfly 2009 National Individual Table Tennis
Championships, beating Cornwall and South
Yorkshire and coming 4th overall in his group of six. 

The top two went on to play further rounds. Tom
was presented with a National Finalist Certificate.

There were 39 county champions entered  and Tom
(Cambridgeshire) played  against champions from
Warwickshire, Cumbria, Cornwall, Middlesex and
South Yorkshire. 

The best achievement for Tom was playing Igor
Morais from Middlesex who is currently the reigning
Under 12 National Champion and 2nd in England in
the Under 13 league. 

The High 5 (Netball) Year 6 team from St Thomas
More that won the Norfolk Junior Schools
Tournament Under 11’s is pictured above.
A team played 11 matches throughout the day at
the University of East Anglia with six in the
morning and five during the afternoon. 
Some matches were played consecutively so the
girls hardly had time to recover. 
Despite this, they were able to win every single
match that they played and were rewarded with a
winner’s medal and a shield, which the school will
keep in the trophy cabinet until next year’s
tournament.

Year 9 pupils at St-Albans
Catholic High School have been
working hard on producing

decorative panels to be used on
display in their chapel and in the
reception area of school. 

The pupils each designed their own
decorative A4 panel which could be
produced using the surface technique
Appliqué and the theme was Easter. 

Louisa Dowe, teacher of textiles, said:
“The homeworks were a pleasure to mark
and the pupils clearly enjoyed designing
something that would go on display in the
school.”

All pupils were given a piece of white
cotton for the base of their panel and then
using the fabrics from our scrap boxes the
pupils began cutting out the shapes for their
design. 

These shapes were then pinned into
position ready for stitching. The pupils had
four lessons to complete their panel before
they started their main project for Textiles. 

When the panels were completed they
were stitched together to create a wall panel.
The panel now hangs up in the chapel and is
admired by many. 

The themes we have chosen to follow have
established a cross curricular link with RE
and the next topic was Pentecost. 

Pupils hope to make a wide range of sized
panels to be used across the school,
including a lectern fall, to celebrate the work
of our Year 9 pupils.

Louisa Dowe said: “Overall, the pupils
have really enjoyed this project and their
confidence within Textiles Technology has
grown giving them independence in their
own work.” Tom takes on championsThe textiles work on display

Children and parishioners celebrate Our Lady

Author Eamon Reilly recently visited St Thomas
More school in Norwich where he read  extracts
from some of his books, answered questions and
gave the children ‘top-tips’ for writing stories of
their own and hopefully inspired budding writers.  
The children clearly enjoyed the visit and were
mesmerized by his story-telling, head teacher Tony
Hedges said.

St Benet’s Catholic Primary School,
Beccles, started a special celebration
week in May with a children’s flower
procession through the school grounds
with hymns, readings and prayers to
honour Our Lady.

The statue was then placed in the
school entrance surrounded by fresh
flowers for the month of May.

The school finished the week of
celebration with a Mass when many
parents and parishioners paraded with
the children through the church to the
grotto of Our Lady.

This shrine was blessed by Cardinal
Cormac Murphy O’Connor when he
visited the parish and school last year.

Class 3 later presented their Pentecost
Assembly to parents and pupils in the
form of a play which they have written
themselves!

Art support for CAFOD
Notre Dame High School pupils have
been commissioned by CAFOD East
Anglia to create four pieces of
promotional material to highlight the
charity’s work nationwide.

During their Easter break the group
of 16 students from Year 8 attended
workshops and carried out research
for their ideas of how to promote the
international aid agency.

This effort culminated in the
production of four beautiful stained
glass pieces, depicting the pupils
ideas of CAFOD’s work and what it
means.

Four individual groups led by art
teacher Mary Nobes carried out initial research by looking at images
from the developing world, and wrote pieces on CAFOD’s work. 

They then chose and sketched their own specific image, and designed
their borders, before making them bright and colourful with paints.

They also wrote a blog each day to keep other pupils, staff and parents
up to date with their progress.

The finished artwork is currently on display in the school chapel.

One of the pupils working on
the stained glass
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Contact youth service
The Diocesan Youth Office, 
The White House, 21 Upgate, Poringland,
Norwich, Norfolk NR14 7SH Tel: (01508)
494833 Mobile: (0781) 2004934    Fax:
(01508) 495358 
Email: dys@east-angliadiocese.org.uk
Hamish MacQueen said there are often
times when there is nobody in the office.
Please leave a message.

Sponsored walk
to Walsingham

This year’s Big One promises
to be the ‘Biggest One’ ever

Improving on go-karting track

The evening before the
Diocesan Pilgrimage to
Walsingham, a group of

about 12 young people set up
camp in North Walsham parish
priest Fr David Bagstaff’s
garden.

After a barbecue and sitting round
the fire, everyone bedded down for
what proved to be a cold night! 

But that did not deter the
enthusiasm for a 12 mile walk the
following morning! 

The group were driven to
Holkham, to start the walk with
morning prayer on the beach, and

then walked along the coast for a few
miles before coming back inland for
lunch. 

Most of the walkers arrived in time
for Mass, joining hundreds of others
who had come for the diocesan
pilgrimage.  

As well as walking being a good
way to do a pilgrimage, some of the
group were sponsored to raise money
for CAFOD, Cambodia or the Holy
Land.

One of the walkers, Ruth
Waterson, raised over £300. Another,
Paul Gorzelak did the whole 12 miles
bare foot!

Pilgrim walkers set out for Walsingham

This year’s main diocesan event for young
people, The Big One 2009 is set to be
bigger than ever. Hamish tells us more.

“The Big One 2009 is THE event to
come to! 

It’s an opportunity for young people
from all over the diocese to come together
for an afternoon of faith, fun and food. 

Games, live music, bouncy castle,
barbecue, Mass with Bishop Michael and
much more

Hamish MacQueen said: “We reckon his
year’s Big One is going to be the biggest
big one yet - we’re geared up for as many
people as come and expecting well over
100. 

“So come and join us! You can come as
team from your parish / deanery or school
(6 -8 people) or just come on your own or
with a friend and we’ll group you together
with people from your area. See you there”

The Youth Pages of the Diocesan Website have had a makeover.
Check out www.catholiceastanglia.org/youth

During May half-term we managed to arranged a discounted rate for go-karting in two
centres in different parts of the diocese.

The young people went to either the outdoor track near Swaffham or the inside track
in Ipswich, where they had enjoyed ourselves so much last year. 

In both venues, they had exclusive use of the track for an hour, so everyone had at
least two goes.  

The second go gave people an opportunity to improve their technique and lap times
and for one person to throw up! (but he still had a good time).

There’s still
time to book a
place at our
Diocesan
Summer Camps
August 3rd – 7th
Faith, fun and food for
those age 14-17
At Ampleforth Yorkshire
August 28th -31st
Faith fun and food for
those age 8 – 14
At Eccles Hall, Norfolk
Contact the Diocesan
Youth Service for more
information

Enjoying the thrill of the track
go-karting in Swaffham
(above and left) and at
Ipswich (below)

After a cold
night under
canvas some
were more
wide awake
and ready for
the walk than
others
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The pilgrims at the Mass of Our Lady, Queen of Creation, above, and the procession on the Holy Mile, below Bringing the gifts and offerings to the altar - people of all ages attended Bishop Michael led the pilgrimage

Crowning the statue of Our Lady of Walsingham

NEWS FROM OSCOTT
SEMINARY

Time to prepare

Role of Mary in Creation

Unity of the youngsters who battled the weather on their pilgrim journey to Walsingham

Bishop Michael leads the pilgrims through the wind and rain

Flags of the nations, above, Marching in the rain, below left

After having received his vocation from the Father at his baptism in
the Jordan, Jesus was driven by the power of the Holy Spirit into the
wilderness, where he spent a period of time in preparation for the
mission ahead. 

Jesus knew that what lay ahead would require him to dedicate his
life, and ultimately, to give his life, for the sake of the Kingdom he
was to bring about. 

Being truly Divine, he was also fully Human. He shared with us in
experiencing anxiety, fear and self doubt, and sought  time away
from his normal daily life in order to find the answer to two
questions; ‘Is this my vocation?’ and, ‘Am I able to live it?’

The place where from the Devil asked Jesus to jump and put the
Father to the test
Each and every one of us, man or woman, boy or girl, has been given
a vocation. A vocation is simply the path in life that God has laid
down in front of us, which if we choose to follow, will lead us to our
ultimate happiness. Some discover their vocations very early in life,
and some will have to wait many more years before their path
becomes clear. 

This path could take us toward married life or parenthood, to single
life dedicated to works of charity, or to consecrated and the religious
life. Wherever we think God may be leading us, we must take time
out to prepare, to ask ourselves those two questions, ‘Is this my
vocation?’ and, ‘Am I able to live it?’

Seminary is both the ‘place’ and the ‘time’ to prepare for those
following a vocation to the priesthood. Like all other vocations,
priesthood requires a total dedication of oneself, a giving of their
entire life for the service of God in his Church here on earth.
Priesthood asks of the seminarian many things that in today’s world
seem completely crazy. 

He must remain single and chaste for the rest of his life, he must
promise obedience to his Bishop, and he must seek to become the
servant of all. This vocation seems impossible, and it would be if we
tried to do it all by ourselves. Not only will God show us the right
path to take, he will also accompany us every step of the way. 

There will be times when the journey seems too difficult, and we
will be tempted by the Devil, just as Jesus was in the wilderness, to
abandon our vocation and to follow the temporal pleasures of this
world that cannot last. 

If we are to succeed in our vocation, we must stand firm in our
commitments, and we must seek out God to be our companion on
our journey. We must take ourselves away from the chaotic world for
a period of time, and go into the wilderness in search of Jesus and ‘a
time to prepare’. 

Pádraig Hawkins   
(4th year seminarian from St Philip Howard’s parish, Cambridge)

The diocesan pilgrimage reflected on care for the planet, the year’s diocesan theme

Mary, Queen of Creation,
were the themes of the
annual diocesan

pilgrimage to Walsingham
and messages about care and
stewardship of the world that
God made were given in
prayers, placards and
publications.

The booklet of the day’s programme
was printed on recycled paper and
sustainable card.

As pilgrims made their way along the
Holy Mile praying the luminous mysteries
of the rosary children from parishes around
the diocese carried special placards to
indicate the start of each decade.

These five rosary themes for the decades
was set out in the programme and a placard
where it should be prayed carried an
appropriate message for the pilgrims to
reflect on and these are set out here.

1. The Baptism of Jesus. Are we
stewards of God’s creation? - God made a
covenant with all creation and with human
beings as stewards of his creation.

2. The Wedding at Cana. Do we use the
world’s resources well? We commit

ourselves to do God’s will, to use the
world’s resources as best we can in
effective and practical ways in the service
of men and women.

3. The proclamation of the Kingdom.
Are we Christ’s co-workers? We are
Christ’s co-workers, serving the new world
he proclaims. May the life-giving power of
Easter touch our world here and now as a
foretaste of the world to come.

4. The transfiguration. Do we treat others
with dignity? We thank God for the wonder
of our being, and we promise to treat every
human being with the sacred dignity God
has given them.

5. The Institution of the Eucharist. Are
we committed to the Covenant? We renew
our commitment to the new and everlasting
covenant established in Jesus Christ who
brings the new creation through the
Paschal mystery.

Holy water the symbol of life was
blessed at the pilgrim Mass and sprinkled
on the pilgrims.

Bishop Michael then carried forward the
theme in his homily referring to the
illustration of Our Lady, Queen of
Creation, on the front of the programme.

This is a picture of the tapestry hanging
in the Marist Church of Notre Dame de

France in Leicester PLace, London.
Bishop Michael said that Our Lady

dressed as a bride placed in the middle of
symbols of creation - a garden with birds,
fish, animals, butterflies, plants and trees -
depicts the relationship human beings
should have with the world.

The idea that when God gave human
beings dominion over creation, this meant
they could lord it over the world and do
what they liked with it, is wrong

“Our Lady in the picture is part of
creation in harmony and at peace with the
world as the mother of the Lord of
Creation and we must reflect this.

“The Son of the Lord of the Universe has
pitched his tent among us and has become
part of all that he has made.

“This is God’s way of practising lordship
and dominion and our role is to do it the
same way.

“God’s way is shown by Mary. We are
God’s instruments, ambassadors and
stewards in the world.

“How God makes his home in creation is
to make all things new. We must be royal
people in the middle of creation, caring for
and preserving it for the future.”

Pilgrims praying and singing on the Holy Mile, above, and below some of the
stewards who attend events at Walsingham and are always looking for recruitsStephen Dean leads the diocesan choir rehearsing for the pilgrim Mass, below

Care for creation was the theme of the
children’s pilgrimage to Walsingham
and the focus was on the diversity of
people seen in schools and communities
around the diocese where they lived.

Hundreds of children with their
families, catechists and church workers
from the parishes took part in the
procession along the Holy Mile track
from the village in a bitter wind and
driving rain.

Most of the children took it aboard as
an adventure and the adults as a duty but
it was an exercise in true devotion and
courage for all.

The group stopped at various places
along the way to pray for the children
and people of the world under the theme
“May they all be one in us”, a message
that was set out on the altar frontal in the
Chapel of Reconciliation.

It was the feast day of St Philip Neri
the founder of the Oratorians who was a
very joyful saint and attracted a strong
following.

Bishop Michael told the children that
St Philip was a saint that everyone

should be like because there were too
many miserable Christians in the world.

The pilgrimage programme said St
Philip Neri, born in Italy nearly 500
years ago, became very close to Jesus
and wanted to give his whole life to him.

His love of Jesus was very joyful and
because of that many people wanted to
know him.

He became a priest and set up
communities so others could share his
way of prayer and life.

The most famous Oratorian in Britain
would be Cardinal John Henry Newman
and many people are praying for him to
be made a saint too.

In his homily Bishop Michael talked
to the children about the things that
made them sad such as bullying, insults,
people fighting and dying. The children
also talked about friendship and being
united with each other as things that
made them happy.

To bring home this message the
children brought to altar 48 flags of the
nations of the world as a symbol of all
being one.

Children making their first Holy
Communion this year, above, and the
music group, below, and readings by
youngsters from Thetford parish, right

Courage and
devotion of
the young
and older
pilgrims
shown here
arriving at
the shrine
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS IN JULY AND AUGUST

Jubilee celebration joy

Preachers great or small

Concert for peace in Holy Land

Garden party for scouts’ funds

Ruth raised £300 for CAFOD

Papal blessing for Catenians

Craft fair held for good causes

Parishioners at St Helen’s in Hoveton who worked hard to make the Golden Jubilee celebration a success

JULY
5th SVP Pilgrimage of the Sick

to Walsingham
7th Confirmations at 7.30pm

at St Laurence’s, Cambridge 
8th Confirmations at St Mary’s, 

Ipswich at 7.30pm
9th Diocesan Council of Priests 

at Poringland
Diocesan Vocations Group 
at Poringland

11th Diocesan Celebration of 
Marriage & Family Life at 
Cathedral at 11.00am

12th ‘The Big One’ diocesan 
youth event at St Benedict’s
School, Bury St Edmunds

13th St Benedict’s Day 

Celebrations at St Benedict’s 
School, Bury St Edmunds

16th 50th Anniversary Mass at 
St John Fisher School, 
Peterborough

15th Clergy Jubilees Mass at 
Walsingham at noon

17th Leavers Mass at St 
Laurence’s School, 
Cambridge at 9.30am

Confirmations at 
Great Yarmouth at 7.30pm

19th Syro-Malabar Pilgrimage 
to Walsingham

20th Archbishop Romero Trust 
in London

24th Performance of ‘Vision’ at 

Performing Arts Centre, 
Huntingdon

25th July – 3rd August 
Diocesan Young Adults 
Pilgrimage to Taize 

AUGUST
5th Society of St Gregory 

Summer School at All 
Hallows, Ditchingham 

6th Installation of new regional 
officer of Salvation Army 

16th Mass at Walsingham 
(Assumption) at noon

21–28th Diocesan Pilgrimage 
to Lourdes 

29/30th Diocesan Youth 
Council Retreat 

St Helen’s in Hoveton
celebrated the golden
jubilee of the building of

their church with a blessing for
a new extension and a flower
festival.

The church, which is now served from
North Walsham where Fr David Bagstaff
is parish priest, often has a congregation
for its one Sunday Mass of up to 120
people.

The need for an extension had become
obvious and as there were funds
available more seating was provided in
the church, an improved sacristy and
new confessionals provided.

A new meeting room  with a kitchen
area, available to the wider community
as well as parish groups, was also
created.

Fr David Bagstaff also said that people
from other parts of the diocese might like
to use the facilities which are set in the
centre of the tranquil Norfolk Broads
where there is space for quiet reflection
as well as much to see.

Bishop Michael blessed the new
extension,  and alongside the
congregation were many visitors
attracted by the flower festival organised
by Liz Smith.

The displays reflected St Helen’s
history, activities, the wider diocese and
community links.

Flower displays celebrated twinning
with Svay Sisophon in Cambodia, the
work of the altar servers, First
Communions, Stations of the Cross, St
Helen’s rosary garden, church cleaners,
Our Lady and the Bishops of East
Anglia.

There was also an exhibition of the St
Helen’s history from its foundation, links
to the Trafford family, a tin tabernacle
building, Mass in Hoveton village hall
and the money placed in trust for a
church by Frank Augustus Loader who
built the church of the Sacred Heart in

North Walsham.
The community’s history  reveals links

with several families - the Bullards,
Neaves and Walmsleys.

Peter Walmsley is still very active in
the church and his son Nick, a
professional musician, performs at
events and services across the diocese.

Bishop Michael paid tribute to the
generations of people whose dedication,
service and prayer had built the
community over the past 125 years since
the building of the first tin hut where
Mass was celebrated.

He also thanks the many people who
had made the celebration of the Golden
Jubilee such a success.

Blessing - Fr David Bagstaff, Deacon Ron O’Toole and Bishop Michael

An evening of readings, reflections and songs and good
Norfolk traditions was held at St George’s Catholic Church
recently under the title All Preachers Great and Small. The
evening was led by Keith Mr Norfolk Skipper, the county’s
leading cultural spokesman, journalist, writer and
raconteur.

A concert for peace in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary
is being held in the Chapel of Reconciliation at the
Walsingham shrine on Saturday 18 July at 7.30pm. Soloist
Alicia Cordoba Tait on the oboe and English horn will be
accompanied by  Philip Moorhead on organ. Admission is
free but a collection will be taken for Beit Benedikt, a
peace academy being built on Mount Zion in Jerusalem.
Alicia is associate professor of music at the Benedictine
University in Lisle, Illinois, a performer and recording
artist for whom several composers have produced works.

Funds from the annual garden party at St George’s church
in Norwich on Sunday 12 July from 2pm will go to the
diocesan campaign for the Holy Land and Boy Scouts in
Colombia with whom the parish troop has close links. As
usual there will be a variety of things to do, to buy, to win
and to drink. 
Stalls and activities include tombola, Bric a Brac, books,
home-made cakes and games to suit all ages and abilities.
Everyone will receive a very warm welcome and a fun
filled afternoon in aid of very worthwhile causes is
promised.

Ruth Waterson,16, has completed a 12-mile walk from
Holkham to Walsingham, and has received £300 in
sponsorship for CAFOD. Ruth is currently undertaking
her GCSEs at St Benedict’s School and is an active
member of the East Anglia Diocesan Youth Council, as
well as being very involved in her parish community of
St Thomas of Canterbury, Brandon, where she plays the
flute and sings.  People at St John the Evangelist Church,
Mildenhall and at St Thomas sponsored her.

Bishop Michael is pictured presenting a papal blessing
to the Catenians at a special Mass for the inauguration
of  the West Norfolk Circle 351 attended by the
association’s members and their families at the Chapel
of Reconciliation in Walsingham.
Ron Gamson is pictured accepting the blessing from
Bishop Michael watched by Catenian and altar server at
the shrine, Ian Robertson.

The two-day Clare Priory Craft Fair is on 11-12 July and is
in its 16th year as  a major event for the area. It attracted
140 exhibitors and about 10,000 visitors last year. All the
proceeds go to good causes.
The children in Clare Priory’s ‘Little Church’, aged three to
nine, collected 1p, 2p and 5p coins in jars all through Lent,
mostly change from their pocket money, and it added up to
£69.33p which has been sent off to the St Patrick Fathers’
Mission to Zimbabwe
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BUILDING BRIDGES in the Holy Land
Parish of the Sacred Heart, St Ives 
Youth Group’s Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

As many of you know, during February half-term a group
of eight young people from the parish, along with Fr Paul
Maddison, Bishop Michael, Jo Baker and a school
teacher from St Bede’s in Cambridge, Amanda Alderton,
travelled to the Holy Land.  

Staying in Galilee and Bethlehem, and visiting many
other significant places, the group of youngsters had an
amazing time.  

The highlight of the trip was visiting and staying in
Aboud, St Ives’ twin parish in Palestine, and meeting all
the young people and visiting the school.  Here is an
edited diary entry from each young person on the trip.  

This is just Part One: there will be more in the
September edition.

Travelling out (John Baker)
I don’t think I have ever been up that early!    Waking up at
2.30 am left me plenty of time to get ready and collect the
last items you always forget to pack in your suitcase.  All
packed and ready to go, my sister, parents and I left for the
Church.  Arriving at 4.00am we met everyone else, also half
asleep.  

After big hugs and goodbyes we left the Church and began
our long journey.  After going through checkout at Heathrow
airport without any problems, we grabbed a bite to eat and a
much needed drink.  We boarded our Boeing 757 at 8.20am.  

After we were all seated and comfortable we were told that
there was going to be a delay for our take off.  Little did we
know that it was going to be a delay of 1 hour 45 mins!  

The mood of the group began to deteriorate but spirits were
hugely lifted when at 10.24am we took off from British soil.
After a 4 - 5 hour journey with free movies and a meal, we
arrived in Tel Aviv airport at 4.30pm Israeli time.  

St Ives Youth group pilgrims
Arriving at the airport we got a first look at the land we
would be staying in for the next week.  First we met our
amazing guide for the week, Bishara.  Once we had all
introduced ourselves we climbed aboard the minibus and met
Tony, our driver for the week.  After a 1 - 2 hour journey we
arrived in Tiberius, Galilee.  

Even though we were tired, the excitement on our faces
shone as we took in the magical views of Lake Galilee.
Arriving at our hotel we were assigned our rooms and let
loose to explore our home for three nights.  The rooms
included a good-sized bathroom, comfy beds, television,
fridge and other basic things.  

After settling in, we gathered in the hotel dining room for our
much desired evening meal.  After the scrumptious meal we
all retired to our rooms and had a much needed sleep.

Day 1 - Tuesday (Alice Brien)
After another early start (although not quite as ridiculous as
the day before) we met some of our first Nigerians at
breakfast, and then got on the minibus to travel to the first
stop on our pilgrimage.  

We arrived at the Mount of Beatitudes, where there was a
beautiful white church, and an amazing view of the Sea of
Galilee.  Here was the place Jesus shared breakfast with his
disciples after his resurrection.  We even had time for some
paddling! 

After this we travelled to the site of the feeding of the five
thousand.  The church there was built around the stone where
the miracle was believed to have happened, and on top of this
stone the altar had been placed.  

We searched the amazing mosaic floor for the “hidden”
rabbit, and then got back on the minibus to go to Capernaum.
Here we saw St Peter’s house, and just as we were able to
start looking around, the clouds that had been gathering all
morning suddenly rained on us - and not even drizzle but
very heavy rain: we were drenched in seconds! 

So, after a quick detour back to the hotel so that we could
change into dry clothes, we continued our journey to a
museum where a boat from Jesus’ time is preserved.  Then
we walked down to where a boat (called Noah) was waiting
for us to board.  We enjoyed a relaxing journey across the
lake in sudden brilliant sunshine.  

We tried the local food, and something I would eat a lot of
during the week - falafel.  Then we moved on to the river
Jordan, where we renewed our baptismal vows among the
rather large catfish that dwelled there.  

After drying off our feet we bought our date honey and went
back to the hotel.  We spent the evening on the shore of the
lake again, enjoying the last of the sunshine. 

Day 2 - Wednesday (Victoria Redwood)
We woke up early on the Wednesday morning so that we
could visit a number of sites before the rush of other tourists
began. Having eaten a delicious buffet breakfast, we set of
for Nazareth, only a short drive from where we were staying.
Once there, we visited the Basilica of the Annunciation
which was built over the ruins of the Virgin Mary’s house,
where the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary. 

We were lucky enough to have Mass there, celebrated by
Bishop Michael, and enjoyed a simple, quiet service in a
breathtakingly beautiful church.  After Mass we viewed the
ruins of the house, which was mind-blowing. Then we went
upstairs to view a series of plaques which had been donated
to the church by parishes in various countries, including one
from Walsingham. 

Each plaque depicted the Virgin Mary, and it was so
interesting to see how different countries see her.  We then
visited St Joseph’s house before walking to the Synagogue
Church which is built over the Synagogue Jesus spoke at and
would have visited throughout his childhood. Next we went
to a small café to try the local baklava, which was delicious. 

We then went to a bakery to buy lunch: a pizza sized
flatbread, topped with the Arabic spice zatar and cheese.  We
managed to watch the men make our lunch before wrapping
it up for later.

We then got back on the minibus to drive up a small hill.
When we got to the top, lunch was unpacked and we were
able to enjoy this local delicacy while appreciating the views
over Nazareth. We then proceeded to Mount Tabor, or the
Mount of Transfiguration. 

This is where Jesus was transfigured, and Moses and Elijah
appeared with him. After visiting the church, we were taken

outside and onto a roof from which the views were
extraordinary. 

We could even hear the imam calling people to the Mosque,
which was about 5 miles away! Visiting Nazareth was
fascinating, as it was hard to believe that we were in the same
city where Jesus had grown up.              

Day 4 – Thursday (Ofori C)
Today was the day we left for Bethlehem.  After a lovely
breakfast we left the hotel promptly at 8.30am.  On our way
to the next stop of Jericho we drove through the Jordan
Valley, which was like a desert. 

We had a super-quick stop at the place where Jesus stayed for
forty days and forty nights.  Arriving in Jericho the weather
was much warmer than it had been in Tiberius.  Jericho is the
lowest and oldest place in the world.  Whilst in Jericho we
had a very big tasty lunch, went for a bit of shopping and
finished off by having a camel ride!  Even Fr Paul and the
Bishop had a go! 

Our next stop was to one of the highlights of the trip, the
Dead Sea.  We spent a long time floating, a few of us getting
salt in our eyes and mouths - not a good idea.  After all the
fun we arrived in Bethlehem, giving us a first time look at the
famous city and the wall.  Arriving at our hotel we met the
famous barman Mario who Fr Paul had told us so much
about.  
(to be continued in September)
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St Helen’s in Hoveton
celebrated the golden
jubilee of the building of

their church with a blessing for
a new extension and a flower
festival.

The church, which is now served from
North Walsham where Fr David Bagstaff
is parish priest, often has a congregation
for its one Sunday Mass of up to 120
people.

The need for an extension had become
obvious and as there were funds
available more seating was provided in
the church, an improved sacristy and
new confessionals provided.

A new meeting room  with a kitchen
area, available to the wider community
as well as parish groups, was also
created.

Fr David Bagstaff also said that people
from other parts of the diocese might like
to use the facilities which are set in the
centre of the tranquil Norfolk Broads
where there is space for quiet reflection
as well as much to see.

Bishop Michael blessed the new
extension,  and alongside the
congregation were many visitors
attracted by the flower festival organised
by Liz Smith.

The displays reflected St Helen’s
history, activities, the wider diocese and
community links.

Flower displays celebrated twinning
with Svay Sisophon in Cambodia, the
work of the altar servers, First
Communions, Stations of the Cross, St
Helen’s rosary garden, church cleaners,
Our Lady and the Bishops of East
Anglia.

There was also an exhibition of the St
Helen’s history from its foundation, links
to the Trafford family, a tin tabernacle
building, Mass in Hoveton village hall
and the money placed in trust for a
church by Frank Augustus Loader who
built the church of the Sacred Heart in

North Walsham.
The community’s history  reveals links

with several families - the Bullards,
Neaves and Walmsleys.

Peter Walmsley is still very active in
the church and his son Nick, a
professional musician, performs at
events and services across the diocese.

Bishop Michael paid tribute to the
generations of people whose dedication,
service and prayer had built the
community over the past 125 years since
the building of the first tin hut where
Mass was celebrated.

He also thanks the many people who
had made the celebration of the Golden
Jubilee such a success.

Blessing - Fr David Bagstaff, Deacon Ron O’Toole and Bishop Michael

An evening of readings, reflections and songs and good
Norfolk traditions was held at St George’s Catholic Church
recently under the title All Preachers Great and Small. The
evening was led by Keith Mr Norfolk Skipper, the county’s
leading cultural spokesman, journalist, writer and
raconteur.

A concert for peace in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary
is being held in the Chapel of Reconciliation at the
Walsingham shrine on Saturday 18 July at 7.30pm.
Soloist Alicia Cordoba Tait on the oboe and English horn
will be accompanied by  Philip Moorhead on organ.
Admission is free but a collection will be taken for Beit
Benedikt, a peace academy being built on Mount Zion in
Jerusalem.
Alicia is associate professor of music at the Benedictine
University in Lisle, Illinois, a performer and recording
artist for whom several composers have produced works.

Funds from the annual garden party at St George’s church
in Norwich on Sunday 12 July from 2pm will go to the
diocesan campaign for the Holy Land and Boy Scouts in
Colombia with whom the parish troop has close links. As
usual there will be a variety of things to do, to buy, to win
and to drink. 
Stalls and activities include tombola, Bric a Brac, books,
home-made cakes and games to suit all ages and abilities.
Everyone will receive a very warm welcome and a fun
filled afternoon in aid of very worthwhile causes is
promised.

Ruth Waterson,16, has completed a 12-mile walk from
Holkham to Walsingham, and has received £300 in
sponsorship for CAFOD. Ruth is currently undertaking
her GCSEs at St Benedict’s School and is an active
member of the East Anglia Diocesan Youth Council, as
well as being very involved in her parish community of
St Thomas of Canterbury, Brandon, where she plays the
flute and sings.  People at St John the Evangelist Church,
Mildenhall and at St Thomas sponsored her.

Bishop Michael is pictured presenting a papal blessing
to the Catenians at a special Mass for the inauguration
of  the West Norfolk Circle 351 attended by the
association’s members and their families at the Chapel
of Reconciliation in Walsingham.
Ron Gamson is pictured accepting the blessing from
Bishop Michael watched by Catenian and altar server at
the shrine, Ian Robertson.

The two-day Clare Priory Craft Fair is on 11-12 July and
is in its 16th year as  a major event for the area. It
attracted 140 exhibitors and about 10,000 visitors last
year. All the proceeds go to good causes.
The children in Clare Priory’s ‘Little Church’, aged three
to nine, collected 1p, 2p and 5p coins in jars all through
Lent, mostly change from their pocket money, and it
added up to £69.33p which has been sent off to the St
Patrick Fathers’ Mission to Zimbabwe


