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Welcome for Bishop Alan

eople from across the
diocese will have the
opportunity to officially
welcome newly appointed
Bishop Alan Hopes to East
Anglia at his Installation on
Tuesday 16 July.

P

School
children,
teachers,
parishioners and well wishers gave
him a rousing welcome when they
joined reporters from radio and
television at a press conference on 11
June when word was announced the
diocese had a new bishop.
A press conference at the Cathedral of
St John the Baptist in Norwich was
timed to coincide with the announcement
of the appointment from the Vatican at
11am. Until then the name and identity
of the 4th Bishop of East Anglia was kept
under wraps.
The new bishop arrived slightly later
than planned. Fr David Bagstaff and Fr
James Walsh, who had been guiding him
from Cathedral House, explained he had
first prayed quietly before the Blessed
Sacrament.
He spent time in the Chapel of the East
Anglian Saints and then went to the
Walsingham Chapel, where he lit a
candle to Our Lady. He was careful to
put the offering in the box too!
He also stopped along the way to

speak to some parishioners cleaning the
Cathedral before going into the Narthex
to meet the press.
Fr David told the press conference
Bishop Alan was from Westminster
Diocese and added that he was delighted
at the appointment.
At last he could hand over the
responsibility he had held for the past
two years, he said. But also he was
handing the responsibility over to
someone he knew to be a person of
gentleness and pastoral sensitivity.
Bishop Alan said he was nervous,
surprised and pleased all at the same
time. He had lived in London for many
years and had assumed he would be there
until he retired, so the appointment was a
big surprise to him.
He was looking forward very much to
meeting everyone in the Diocese. He
was aware it was very large
geographically and was home to people
from many different places and nations
who had brought with them a rich
diversity of culture and tradition.
A reporter from BBC Look East asked
why he had become a Catholic after
being an Anglian
priest.
Bishop
Alan replied he
became conscious
of an attraction to
the
Catholic
Church shortly
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before his Ordination as an Anglican
priest. He explained this was because the
Catholic Church had a clear
understanding of the teaching of the
gospel and the way in which it could be
proclaimed.
He was also influenced by the unity of
the Church under the bishops of Rome especially Pope Francis.
Anglia News and Radio Norfolk also
asked about his career.
Bishop Alan then greeted the 40 or so
children and asked where each group
came from before going behind the
counter at the Narthex to talk with the
people serving there.
One of the school children was heard
to say: “He will be a lovely Bishop!”
Some of the people at the Narthex

Bishop to join WYD pilgrims in Rio
World Youth Day 2013 is being held in
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, where up to
3million young people are set to gather
with Pope Francis.
A group of 20 young people from
across the Diocese will be setting out
from Newmarket on 15 July. Bishop
Alan will celebrate Mass for them before
they leave and will join them in Rio the
following Monday.’
It will be the experience of a lifetime
for all of them not only to travel to Brazil
but also to meet so many like-minded

young people and also to hear the words
of the new Pope for the Poor.
Poverty is a big problem in South
America and Pope Francis, from
Argentina, is expected to address this
theme.
“There has been 18 months of
preparation, both practical and spiritual,
and now we’re almost there,” Hamish
MacQueen, Director of the Diocesan
Youth Service, said.
“One highlight has been training the
group to work as a team to help lead

mission days in schools and parishes,
something we plan to continue beyond
World Youth Day.
“They are a fantastic group – many of
them have paid for WYD from their own
personal savings - and I think it’s
inspiring that any young person should
choose to spend their money going on a
pilgrimage rather than a holiday!
“Others have spent many weekends
fundraising and I would like to thank all
the people and parishes who generously
supported our young people.”

Corpus Christi worldwide prayer with Pope P3
Penitential Procession at Walsingham P6 and P7

July 2013

Preparing for priesthood
People of the diocese are invited
to the ordination to the
priesthood of Deacon Henry
Whisenant at the Cathedral of St
John the Baptist in Norwich at
noon on Saturday 6 July.
Meanwhile
Diocesan
Administrator
Fr
David
Bagstaff has accepted two new
students for the priesthood for
our diocese.
Edrich D’Souza from St Peter
Henry Whisenant
and
All
Souls
Parish,
Peterborough and Alfonso-Jude Belnas from St Philip Howard
Parish, Cambridge will begin studies in September.
Diocesan Vocations Director
Fr John Warrington, said: “It is
good news for our diocese as
we welcome Edrich and Jude
as they begin their formation.
“Please pray for them,
support them and encourage
them in their studies, and
remember also their families
and parish communities. Please
keep them in your prayers.”
Edrich D’Souza
For more information please
visit the Vocations Website www.callingeastanglia.org.uk or
speak to a member of our Diocesan Vocations Team
(information is displayed at the back of your parish church)
Fr David Bagstaff said: “With
the ordination of Henry this July
there was the concern that the
diocese would again have no
students at seminary.
“It is wonderful news that
Edrich and Jude will begin their
formal training this autumn and
hopefully it will inspire others
to think and pray about whether
they might have a vocation to
Alfonso-Jude Belnas
priesthood or religious life.”

Notre Dame ad
to be placed by
publisher
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News from communities and parishes around the Diocese of East Anglia

Holy Spirit Windows blessed at Pentecost

Two new stained glass windows were installed in the sanctuary
of the Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation at Poringland.
The windows, which are dedicated to the Holy Spirit and St
Paul arrived in time to be dedicated on the Solemnity of
Pentecost. They complete
the reglazing of the
Sanctuary.
The four
windows depicting the
Annunciation are now
complemented by two
windows depicting the Gifts,
pictured right, and the Fruits
of the Holy Spirit. The entire
cost was donated by an
anonymous parishioner who
has a particular devotion to
the Holy Spirit and to St.
Paul.
‘Just like the original
windows,’ explained Fr
Mark Hackeson, ‘these
windows reveal more as you
approach. They reveal the
Gifts and Fruits of the Spirit
in
brightly
coloured
segments of glass.’
The first window to the left
of the Tabernacle features a
similar abstract background
of pale coloured glass to the
Annunciation windows. A
stylised image of a dove
symbolising the Holy Spirit
provides a focal point in the
top left hand corner. Echoing
the Annunciation windows, a
flash of rich yellow denotes
the presence of the Holy
Spirit.
Within the movement of the glass, and descending from the
dove are flame-coloured sections of glass, recalling the events
of Pentecost in the Acts of the Apostles (2: 1-11) These flamecoloured sections name the seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit. The

text is taken from the Book of Isaiah (11: 1-2), the text that is
used in the naming of the gifts in the Prayer of Confirmation:
In the second window, pale coloured glass provides the
background for a stylised ‘Tree of life’design in brown and with
vibrant green leaves that recall the new leaves of Spring.
The window continues our reflection on the Holy Spirit, its
theme being the Fruits of the Holy Spirit as recounted in St.
Paul’s Letter to the
Galations (5: 22-23)
The colours of the sections
that name the fruits are
inspired by the colour of the
liturgical vestments: green,
rose, violet, red, blue,
gold/yellow. Faith is the only
one in red glass and stands
out above the others
indicating that the windows
were built in 2013, the Year
of Faith.

These coloured pieces of
glass along with the green
leaves indicate that the tree is
living and fruitful and echo
the leaves from the trees of
life for the healing of the
nations
referred to in the
Book of the Apocalypse
(Revelation) 22: 2.
‘On either side of the river
were the trees of life, which
bear twelve crops of fruit in a
year, one in each month, and
the leaves of which are the
cure for the pagans.’
Both
windows
were
designed and executed by
Jane Quail and Lily Shaw
who worked with Paul Quail,
who has since died, on the
original four windows
depicting the Annunciation.

China visit develops leadership skills
Twenty-two very weary but excited St
John Fisher Catholic High School and
Jack Hunt School students along with
four staff have just returned home from
this year’s China exchange trip.
The partnership with the Gold Apple
International School in Shanghai was
part of a commitment to help develop
well-rounded, confident, caring young
people with leadership skills.
The group visited the Longhua
Buddhist Temple and the old city of
Zhujiajiao, where the students were able
to hone their bargaining skills.
The students enjoyed visits to the
Science and Technology museum, an
Acrobatic show and a trip along the
Huang Pu river. The students also spent
time joining lessons including English,
chemistry, literature, IT and PE - all
conducted in English and Chinese.
One of the highlights of the trip was
being able to teach English and
Dodgeball in a local state primary
school, which has been established to
cater for children of migrant workers.
The group agreed: “This is something
the partnership has been working
towards as it is a very different

Nelson, Aaron and Adora with Fr Totet and the gifts from
East Anglia

UEA Students to Cambodia
This summer four UEA students from the Chaplaincy will be
travelling to Cambodia to offer a month of voluntary work and
to experience the work of the Apostolic prefecture of
Battambang – one of our twin dioceses.
The weekend of 1/2 June saw the first group of three fly out.
Nelson Bua, Aaron Arthur and Adora Chekwu, pictured above
with Fr Totet, are all 4th year Medical Students who will be
undertaking a four week ‘exposure’ to the healthcare that is
available in Cambodia, and to assist at the Health Centre in
Battambang and in the outlying villages and communities.
Much of their luggage allowance was taken up with items for
medical use collected by those involved in the twinning to help
in the hospital in Svay Sisophon, the parish with which North
Walsham is twinned. They also took lap-top computers.
A particularly useful book on ‘What do to when there is no
resident doctor’ in both English and Khmer editions was
donated by Mary and Andy Clark of Norwich.
More news to follow after their return.

UEA Chaplain Retires
Marion Houssart, below right, has been a member of the
community at the University of East Anglia for many years – the
last 15 as full-time Catholic Lay Chaplain. Marion has worked
with quite a number of priests
and together they have served
the large and vibrant Catholic
community of both students
and staff and their families.
As the only full-time chaplain
in this ecumenical and multifaith chaplaincy, Marion has
played a vital role in the life of
the wider chaplaincy too,
building up relationships not
only with Catholics and other
Christians, but also with people of other faiths who use the
chaplaincy for prayer and to seek help and support.

An exchange visit to China opened the eyes of students and teachers to a
different culture and enriched their own education and experience
environment from the Gold Apple
“This was followed by students
school, with children speaking little or experiencing Chinese family life with a
no English, many speaking local dialects short homestay at a number of Gold
rather than Mandarin.
Apple students’ homes.
“The students discovered that the
“The culmination of the trip was a
farewell meeting and show, where the more you contribute the more you gain
students from all schools were able to and had an outstanding trip. They were
demonstrate their range of talents fantastic ambassadors and will continue
including singing, dancing, traditional to benefit from their experiences in
music and football skills.
Shanghai for years to come.”

To students both past and present, she has been an approachable,
welcoming and supportive presence on the campus and she will
be greatly missed. Her fellow chaplain, Fr Mark, said:
‘Marion’s announcement came as quite a shock to many people
– and in the midst of exams and deadlines for research, it has not
been possible to have a really good and worthy celebration of
her contribution. We are planning to have her back for a special
Mass and party in the autumn term. In the meantime, some of
the students found time to bake cakes and put together a really
enjoyable party after Mass on 2 June.’
The student-led celebration was a great joy to Marion who
thanked everyone and encouraged them to continue to be ‘an
open, welcoming and inclusive community and to take that
same spirit with them to the parishes in which you will live in
the future.’ A particular joy on 2 June for Marion was seeing
how many of the students joined her in attending the special
Holy Hour at St John’s Cathedral earlier in the day.
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Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ in the Year of Faith

Procession of the Blessed Sacrament at Oxburgh Hall
Thirty seven out 50 parishes across East Anglia marked the Year
of Faith Worldwide Solemn Eucharistic Exposition and Prayer
before the Blessed Sacrament on Sunday 2 June, the Solemnity
of Corpus and Sanguis Christi. Many other parishes joined in
events being organised elsewhere. Events ranged from an hour
of quiet contemplative prayer before the Blessed Sacrament in
smaller parish churches and chapels, to large scale processions
such as those held at Oxburgh Hall, the Norfolk home of the
Catholic Bedingfeld family, Cambridge and St John’s Cathedral
in Norwich.
One tiny but exquisite chapel, built in the middle of Thetford
Forest in the mid-19th century by Mrs. Lynne-Stephens and
now in the care of Norfolk Churches Trust, drew a congregation
from Norfolk and Suffolk to an hour of quiet prayer. For the
occasion, the exquisite and priceless monstrance was returned to
its former home and used to display the Sacred Host.

In many other smaller parishes like Poringland near Norwich,
pictured right, the event drew together congregations of
between 50 and 100 people. In a silence which was not simply
a lack of noise, but filled with prayer, many people commented
on a very real sense of being at one in prayer not only with Pope
Francis, but with the Church throughout the world. The
mystical Body of Christ was drawn together in prayer for the
world around the sacramental Body & Blood of Christ, which
draws us together Sunday by Sunday – and which inspires us
and challenges us to be the Body of Christ – His living, loving
presence in the world today – inviting, welcoming, uplifting,
healing and bringing peace.
by Fr Mark Hackeson

ARCHBISHOP OSCAR ROMERO: DEVOTION TO THE
EUCHARIST SHOWN IN HIS LIFE AND DEATH
Archbishop Romero is renowned for his courageous defence of his
oppressed and suffering people. He gave his life for them. Today,
happily, he’s on the road to sainthood with the official title ‘Servant
of God’.
Oscar Romero truly loved the poor. In them he saw the real presence
of “Jesus Christ in distressing disguise” - to use the words of Pope
John Paul II. But we must remember too that Romero’s whole life
was centred on the Eucharist, the real presence of Jesus Christ in flesh
and blood on the altar. He saw no tension or contradiction - and there
is none - between embracing and worshipping Christ present
eucharistically as the Bread of Life, and an unbreakable bond of love
for the poor - desperate for the bread of survival and for support in
their distress and exploitation.
We are all followers of Jesus Christ the bread-breaker and breadsharer. And so if we take seriously those words ‘Do this in Memory
of Me’ we are called to break and share our bread, in other words to
share our resources with the hungry of our world. Christ gave us his
body and blood to be eaten and drunk together in the eucharistic meal,
irrespective of class, colour, age or gender. ’One Bread, one Body’,
we sing, and that is the Body of Christ on the altar and the whole
People of God, together, today in history.

Archbishop Oscar Romero celebrates the Eucharist
Romero said very challengingly ‘We would be false to our mission as
shepherds if we were to reduce evangelisation to mere practices of
individualistic piety and disincarnate sacramentalism’. In reality he
seamlessly grafted his prayerful witness to faith through the Eucharist
onto dogged pursuit of dignity and justice for the hungry Lazarus of
the Gospel – all the way to martyrdom.
Romero died in the Eucharist - and he died eucharistically, a life
freely given for his people, with these last words “May this body
immolated and this blood sacrificed for humans nourish us also, so
that we may give our body and our blood to suffering and to pain like Christ, not for self, but to bring justice and peace for our people.”
It’s easy to see why Oscar Romero was Bishop Michael’s hero and
inspiration. A relic of Romero’s blood-stained alb in a huge
Salvadoran Cross reliquary will be dedicated at Southwark Cathedral,
on Thursday September 19th and it will serve as a beautiful memorial
to Bishop Michael.

By Julian Filochowski
Trustee of the Romero Trust
Chapel in the middle of Thetford Forest
Young people from King’s Lynn and East Dereham served the
procession and the pupils of Sacred Heart School, Swaffham
scattered flowers.
On the sixtieth anniversary of her
coronation, prayers were also offered for Her Majesty the
Queen. In Cambridge, the historic Church of Our Lady &
English Martyrs on Hills Road was the starting point for the
annual procession, which drew people from surrounding
parishes in the city and beyond. Around 200 people participated
in the actual procession which passed through the streets, before
a period of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and
Benediction.
At the Cathedral, the Mother Church of the Diocese, the 1,200
strong congregation celebrated the regular Sunday Mass and
many of this congregation joined the procession that took them
out into the gardens and then out into the street before returning
to the Cathedral for a day of silent prayer, which ended with a
special period of prayer from 4pm in communion with the Pope
and Solemn Benediction at 5pm.

Archbishop Oscar Romero was Bishop Michael’s hero and
inspiration
Archbishop Romero promoted eucharistic adoration at the cancer
hospice chapel on the 1st of every month but he never left out the
poor: “We are able” he said “to make an act of faith before the real
presence of Christ in the Eucharist and offer our prayers for the great
needs of our families, our nation, and the Church.... At the same time
we are able to perform an act of charity; namely, we are able to visit
the terminally sick in the cancer hospice….they are the suffering
Christ and their bed is the Cross”.
After the parish church at Aguilares was occupied by the army and the
tabernacle desecrated, Romero returned there to rescue the
consecrated hosts. After Mass, ignoring the soldiers’ threats, he
spontaneously set off on a Corpus Christi procession round the town
square.
The real presences of Christ were united in an extraordinary
eucharistic event that brought spiritual nourishment, physical
protection and new hope to a people in despair.

The violent death of Archbishop Oscar Romero

DIOCESAN SCHOOLS IN FOCUS
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Sacred Heart 100 year history plea
o mark the centenary
since the Sacred Heart
School in Swaffham
was founded in 2014 a 100page book is to be
published
and
former
students, parents, sisters
and staff are invited to send
in their memories.

Sixth formers visit Auschwitz

T

Two Daughters of Divine Charity
travelled from Austria to Norfolk in
1914 to establish a convent and the
school now flourishing there.
A dedicated email address has been
set up, so memories and pictures can be
sent and the school is happy to receive
items by post, providing they do not
need to be returned.
Any items which are not included in

A picture from early in the school’s history
the book will be stored in a memory
The
school
website
is
chest for future generations.
www.sacredheartschool.co.uk;
this
The
email
address
is gives details of events we will be
100yearsofshs@gmail.com. The postal holding, starting on 14 June 2013 as the
address is, Marketing Manager, Sacred school counts down to the main
Heart School, 17 Mangate Street, celebrations. Past and prospective
Swaffham, Norfolk, PE37 7QW.
pupils and staff are welcome to attend.

School creates rainforest in corridors and class
Sacred Heart primary school KS2
pupils travelled from Peterborough
to London Zoo to find out more
about sights, sounds and smells of
a rainforest.
They learnt a lot about plants
and animals. During an explorer
workshop they walked through a
living rainforest.
Samuel in Year 6 said: “The trip
was like a big family day out!”
The school had been trying hard
to recreate the rainforest by

bringing corridors to life with a
range of real and pretend plants
and animals. The highlight has
been the habitats for stick-insects,
spiders and ants.
Over the coming weeks, the
children will carry out a range of
wildlife studies using the local area
and compare this to the Amazon
Rainforest while looking at the
ecological issues that surround the
rainforest,
particularly
deforestation.

Stephanie Jackson and Helena Campbell, Sixth Form
students at St Mary’s School in Cambridge, visited
Auschwitz as ambassadors for the Holocaust Educational
Trust. They saw the the barracks that the prisoners stayed
in and said: “They were cramped and uninhabitable.
“There were exhibitions of the personal belongings of the
prisoners such as their shoes, glasses, cases and their
hair. Seeing this was extremely shocking because before
they entered the gas chambers, they had been told they
would survive and had written their names on belongings.
“This really put into perspective the fact that they were
just ordinary individuals.
“Perhaps the most striking part of the visit was the cold.
Being there during heavy snowfall, we were struck by how
hard it must have been for the prisoners to survive in
freezing conditions.”
St Mary’s School, Cambridge will soon be the only allgirls’ school in Cambridgeshire. It is one of four in the
UK founded by the Congregation of Jesus, formerly the
Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the religious order
established by the Venerable Mary Ward in 1609.

Mass to mark students leaving
Rainforest created around the school

RSPCA quiz evening raises £203
A quiz night organised by Notre
Dame sixth formers, the PTFA and
special guests - the staff from the
local RSPCA branches pictured left
– raised £203.
The event was “animal” based and
raised awareness for the RSPCA’s
work and they were beneficiaries of
the money raised.
This will go towards rehabilitating
neglected and abandoned animals in
the Norwich and Mid-Norfolk area.

Matthew Walpole was quiz master
and the PTFA volunteers supplied
refreshment.
The organisers thanked all
involved and the RSPCA staff especially Tammy Clarke – the
school’s Notre Dame site team and
everyone who attended.
Lots of positive comments and
feedback were received and
something similar is planned for the
future.

Weird Wednesday means everyone travels on foot
Fairy princesses on scooters, a skateboarding
Bart Simpson and a gorilla moonwalking all
went to Sacred Heart School in Peterborough
without using a car recently.
These were only a few of the 160 (out of
210) pupils and staff who made the effort to
ditch the car on 22 May known
affectionately as Weird Wednesday.
It was a pupil led initiative to encourage all

Weird skating to school

who were going to the school to make the
journey enjoyable and eco friendly.
Staff met pupils at a local shopping centre
where they were dropped early by parents
and all “walked weirdly” to school en masse.
Everyone side stepped, spun, skipped and
utilised pedal power as they made their way
to Sacred Heart which has just renewed its
Eco School Green Flag status.

St Felix Primary in Haverhill has planted a
copper beech tree to mark 40 years since 90
children walked up the road from Burton Hill
Primary to their new school. The new tree will
stand next to a fir planted when the school
opened.
The present acting head teacher Margaret
Stewart said: “We are proud of all who have
passed through and gone on to be good citizens
and active Christians in their communities.”

St Alban’s Year 13s celebrated a Leavers’ Mass and
shared fond memories of their time at the school. Many
had been together since they arrived at the Ipswich school
in Year 7. Mass was followed by refreshments and time
together to reflect and think about their future goals. The
students were each given a gift of a prayer card as they
departed. Students had decorated their common room and
enjoyed a shared brunch with staff, before presenting
their awards to each other and enjoying a photo montage
presentation prepared by the Sixth Form council. The
Year 11 students also enjoyed a special assembly
commemorating their first five years at St Alban's as they
leave for half-term.

Bins decorated for CAFOD
St Alban’s children have been decorating wheelie bins for the
CAFOD theme of Hungry for Change.
Each class had a different word and picture and decorated
their bins accordingly. The themes were: Dignity, Rights,
Vulnerable, Family, Solidarity, Stewardship and Rights for
workers.
Some children from Year 6 brought in clothes to
acknowledge Dignity and made a mountain of clothes for
CAFOD. Another class decorated the top of their bin with
flower pots and trowels symbolising stewardship.

July 2013
The Diocesan Youth Office,
The White House, 21 Upgate,
Poringland, Norwich, Norfolk
NR14 7SH Tel: (01508) 494833
Mobile: (0781) 2004934 Email:
dys@east-angliadiocese.org.uk
Leave a message if no answer.
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WYD Itinerary

Although World Youth Day
implies it is just one day, in
reality it is two weeks
culminating in a special
Mass with Pope Francis.
Monday July 15
First stage
Fly Gatwick to Porto Alegre,
Brazil

People of all ages took part and there
was discussion and liturgy
Talks, workshops, play, music and
celebration all had a part to play as
family life today was examined

Tuesday 16 July
Arrive in Porto Alegre
Coach to Caxias do Sul rds.
Wednesday 17 July
World Youth Day begins
Mission Week Programme
in Caxias do Sul.
Sunday 21 July
Days in the Diocese has been
renamed Mission Week to
establish this as an opportunity
for pilgrims to share their faith
through missionary activities
including social action projects,
while working alongside young
Catholics from Brazil.
In this way, pilgrims get to know
the culture and life of the
Brazilian Church.
Monday 22 July
Coach to Porto Alegre Airport
Fly Porto Alegre to Rio
Bishop Alan flies out to joint our
pilgrims
Tuesday 23 July
Catechesis
Opening Mass on Copacobana
Beach

Celebrating joy of families
80 young people came to
the Celebrate Family
Conference, held in April.
Hamish MacQueen (part
of the organising team)
shares some of his
thoughts on the weekend.
It’s impossible to capture in
words how amazing Celebrate
East Anglia was…. but I will try.
The atmosphere was one of joy,
enthusiasm, and vitality as
families came together to learn
more about their faith and
celebrate it together.
There were talks and workshops
by the team who have produced

the ‘Café’ resources which many
parishes use. In the talks, the
speakers explored the story of
Ester and how the theme ‘For just
such a time as this’ (Ester ch.4,
vs.14) is so relevant to our lives
today.
Workshops were on other
subjects such as ‘Praying the Our
Father’ and ‘Children and Faith’.
Worship music was led by Joe
Wells with his band and many
people commented how they
“really met with God in these
times”.
Steve Murray performed mimes
to Biblical stories that really
touched people’s hearts - some
were moved to tears.

Nearly a third (80) of those who
came were age 1 to 22 years old
and many people commented how
uplifting it was to have the whole
church represented in this way.
For much of the conference, the
young people and children were in
their own age appropriate streams
- ‘Little stars’ (under 4s), ‘Bright
Flames’ (Years R, 1, 2), Power
Angels (Years 3,4,5,6), ‘Eternal
Beat’ (Years 7,8,9), ‘and ‘Ed’s
Place’ (Year 10 upwards).
The ‘Little stars’ had their
parents in with them but they very
much felt part of the Conference
through a video link to the main
hall. The other streams had their
own
programme
led
by

experienced leaders who looked at
subjects such as ‘God’ love’ and
‘Who is the Holy Spirit’ through
play (for the younger ones), group
activities and discussions.
Everyone came together for
Mass and all the streams
contributed through animating the
readings, dances and mime,
making it truly a family
celebration!
There are plans to run Celebrate
East Anglia next year. For more
information on this and other
Celebrate weekends this year in
different parts of the country see
www.celebrateconference.org

Wednesday 24 July
Catechesis and Youth Festival
Thursday 25 July
Catechesis and Youth Festival
Welcome of Pope Francis on
Copacobana beach
Friday 26 July
Catechesis and Youth Festival
Stations of the Cross along Via
Atlantica
Saturday 27 July
Vigil with Pope Francis
Sunday 28 July
Mass with Pope Francis
Tuesday 30 July
Fly back to UK
Wednesday 31 July
Arrive back in East Anglia

Copacobana Beach
pictured left, and
the crowds at the
last event, right

Facts about World Youth Day

n World Youth Day was established
in 1984 by Pope John Paul as an
event to reach out to young
Catholics; to celebrate their Faith;
and to gather young people from
around the world to build bridges of
friendship and hope between
continents, peoples and cultures.

n It is celebrated internationally
every 2 -3 years in a different city
each time. The last three have been
held in Madrid, Sydney and
Cologne.
n WYD is far bigger than any
sporting event or rock concert and

holds the record for the largest
number of people gathered in one
place for an event. It is estimated
more than three million people will
come to the closing Mass of WYD
2013.
n Many priests throughout the world
(including some in East Anglia) refer
to going on World Youth Day as an
important part of discovering their
Vocation to priesthood.
n While the group are away, they
will be sending back regular updates
online.
Go to www.catholiceastanglia.org

GET READY FOR WALSINGHAM 2013

Get ready for a fresh experience of faith and friendship... Get ready for
Kingdom Come @ Walsingham: Sunshine, Tents, Adoration, Worship,
Engaging talks, Silence, Saints, Workshops, Sports and more. Join over
1,000 young adults 16-30 to experience the love and power of God in your
love, as we pray: Your will be done God!

WHO, WHEN, WHERE?

The event is primarily for young people between the ages of 16 and 25,
although it is open to young adults up to aged 35. It is held in Walsingham
on Bank Holiday Weekend 22nd – 26th August.

MORE INFO

Further Information: www.youth2000.org
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D ioc ese cel ebr ates wi th joy
a n d e n th u si asm at S hr i ne

Pilgrims reflected on the themes of the Beatitudes announced on cards carried by young people as they all walked in silence along the Holy Mile to the shrine
Fr David Bagstaff, above, addresses the pilgrims gathering, see below, in the village before crowning
the statue of Our Lady of Walsingham and beginning the walk along the Holy Mile to the Shrine

Worldwide church celebration of faith bringing more pilgrims

he current Pilgrim season in
Walsingham is busier than ever
as the world wide Church
celebrates the Year of Faith.

T

We hope to welcome many new groups to
Walsingham and more Youth groups than ever
as we respond to the invitation of Emeritus Pope
Benedict.

Fr Alan Williams and the altar servers from St George’s parish in Norwich lead the pilgrims
out of the village towards the Holy Mile to the Chapel of Reconciliation

“Rediscover the journey of faith so as to shed ever
clearer light on the joy and renewed enthusiasm of
the encounter with Christ”, [The Door of Faith n2].
This year’s Pilgrimage of the Diocese of East
Anglia was full of joy and enthusiasm. Of course
the sunshine helped but even the youth of Diocese
who walked to the Shrine from the coast were
looking cheerful if a little foot-weary.
The day was centred on our need for penance and
reconciliation as we looked forward to an encounter
with Christ in forgiveness and new life. We
gathered in the village to hear the gospel of the Lost
Son proclaimed.
“This son of mine was dead and has come back to
life, he was lost and is found” [Luke 15].
Our walk along the Holy Mile was in silence and
we were invited to pray in the words of the
Beatitudes.
“Blessed are the poor, …the gentle, …the
merciful, …the peacemakers.”
Fortunately there were sufficient priests to allow
all who wanted to celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation to do so before a picnic lunch
seasoned with lots of sunshine.
When Pope Benedict announced the Year of Faith

to coincide with the fiftieth anniversary of the
Second Vatican Council he entrusted, “This time of
grace to the Mother of God, proclaimed ‘blessed
because she believed’”.
The Year of Faith also marks the twentieth
anniversary of the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
Pope Benedict reminds us, “On page after page, we
find that what is presented here is no theory, but an
encounter with a Person who lives within the
Church… Christ is present, operative and continues
to build his Church” [Door of Faith n.11].
As we gathered to celebrate our Eucharist at
England’s Nazareth it was very appropriate that we
celebrated the Mass of Mary, Woman of Faith.
We were still awaiting a Bishop! However, once
again, Father David Bagstaff, the Diocesan
Administrator, gave us a lively homily based on the
Easter gospel.
“Filled with awe and joy the women came quickly
away from the tomb and ran to tell the disciples”
[Matthew 28.1-10].
The women and other disciples who encountered
the Risen Lord at Easter were utterly transformed by
a personal and intimate meeting with a living Person.
What they most needed was given and rising above
confusion and fear they became witnesses able to
speak out the good news of the Risen Jesus.
East Anglia may have still been waiting for a
Bishop but the Holy Spirit was much quicker off the
mark when the Bishop of Rome resigned in
February! Pope Francis has surprised us all and he
took up this theme during his Easter Vigil homily.
“Don’t be afraid of God’s surprises - He always
surprises us!”
Fifty years ago the Church and the world were

surprised by the Second Vatican Council. Pope John
XXIII opened the Council with these words - “The
Church should never depart from the sacred treasure
of truth inherited from the Fathers. But at the same
time she must ever look to the present, to the new
conditions and the new forms of life introduced into
the modern world.”
We can only make sense of the world we live in if
we are close to the Risen Lord. The words of Pope
Francis at Easter summed up the experience of many
at this year’s East Anglian Pilgrimage - “Accept the
Risen Jesus into your life. Welcome him as a friend,
with confidence. He is life! If up to now you have
been distant from him, take a small step. He will
welcome you with open arms. If you are indifferent,
take the risk: You will not be disappointed.”
Change in our modern world is faster than ever
before. As large numbers of pilgrims and religious
tourists make their way to Walsingham during this
Year of Faith we hope that the journey to England’s
Nazareth will encourage them to enter the Door of
Faith.
“To enter through that door is to set out on a
journey that lasts a lifetime”- always with the
guarantee of, “The Holy Spirit who leads the Church
across the centuries as we await the Lord’s glorious
return” [Door of Faith n1].
Some years ago Pope John Paul II met with
Rectors of the Marian Shrines. His message was very
simple when he said: “Lose no opportunity to preach
Christ.” This remains the primary task of England’s
National Shrine.

By Fr Alan Williams
Walsingham Shrine Director

Reflective preparation for reconciliation
The Diocesan Pilgrimage this year took
on a reflective character as families,
young and old, clergy and lay from across
East Anglia and further afield walked the
Holy Mile in silence.
The silent procession was an important
part of the celebration of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation that followed on arrival at
the Shrine – a major event in our
Diocesan Programme for the Year of
Faith.
Pilgrims were invited to use the silent
walk as a time of reflection and
examination of conscience – a reflection

aided by the words taken from the
Beatitudes and held at various points
along the route by young people.
On arrival at the Shrine, the pilgrims
sang of the gift of God’s forgiveness
followed by a penitential litany. Priests
were stationed near the crosses that had
been carried to the Shrine in 1948 as part
of the great Pilgrimage of Reparation
after the War.
Beneath these potent reminders of the
sacrifice by which sins are forgiven, a
great number of the pilgrims availed
themselves of the opportunity to celebrate

Pilgrims from
across the Diocese
of East Anglia
walked the Holy
Mile in silence
meditating on the
themes of
reconciliation and
the words from the
Beatitudes that the
young people were
carrying on placards

the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Fr David Bagstaff spoke of his hope
that people would take Mary as a model
of faith and virtue, reflecting on the
countless millions of pilgrims who over
the centuries had come to Walsingham
and there found renewal and hope in the
contemplating the mystery of the
Annunciation.
“Mary like us endured moments of joy
and moments of sadness; moments of fear
and joy, moments of confusion and
questioning – but her faith in the promises
of God never wavered.”

The Mass celebrated Mary, Woman of Faith, and the congregation outside was bathed in sunshine
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Duncan bringing Canary
joy to hospital patients
Fifteen year old patient Ellie Loades, from Colkirk near
Fakenham, is the 3,000th patient to be visited at the Norfolk
and Norwich University Hospital by Canaries in the
Community volunteer and parishioner at the Cathedral of St
John the Baptist Duncan MacInnes.
Ellie received a shirt signed by the Canaries first team squad
and a signed player poster of her choice.
Duncan founded Canaries for the Community in 2003 has
been visiting the Norfolk and Norwich University Hospital
each week when Norwich City FC have had a win or draw.
He says: “I get brilliant feedback from patients which
makes my work so rewarding. Time after time I have seen
examples of how football can help patients put aside their
worries or perhaps boredom.
“Surprising children by giving them stickers and other club
merchandise also very often brings a response of delight.
“As well as showing highlights of the games on laptop
computer at patient’s bedsides, I give out free Match Day
Programmes, signed player cards, posters and CFTC stickers.”
Ellie’s father Nick Loades said: “Having Duncan visit is a
great thing for us since we are big fans but can very rarely get
to the matches. Ellie enjoys watching the highlights and we
both really like discussing with Duncan the latest news.”
Sally Knights, Voluntary Services Manager at NNUH said:
“Duncan provides an absolutely fantastic service. He seeks out
the football fans amongst our patients and always greets them
with good humour and a smile - even when the football
footage is not so positive!”
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Brochure to aid visits
new colour brochure
and guide has been
published for the
Cathedral of St John the
Baptist financed by the
Friends of the Cathedral.

A

With text written by Naomi
Perowne and pictures by Paul Hurst
the book traces the cathedral from its
early days to the present and takes
visitors on an exploratory tour
highlighting some of the building’s
distinctive characteristics.
The wealth of information the
brochure contains also makes it a
worthwhile reference text alongside the
diocesan yearbook.
A welcome message expresses the
hope visitors will have a memorable
experience both spiritually and
architecturally and will take away the
brochure to remind them of the
Cathedral of St John the Baptist - the
Mother Church of the Diocese of East
Anglia.
A copy of the brochure will help
people from across the diocese before
they come to look at something which
has attracted their interest or when they
are planning a trip to work out an
itinerary of the church and Narthex.
Naomi points out some special
features that most people would miss if
not looking very carefully and she also
provides interesting background.
She asks people to look up at the
wooden painted rood screen in front of
the High altar.
“This was carved by Peter Rendl of

Clare Goddard, Brian Lewis, Paul Hurst and Pat Walters
Oberammergau who was also a principle Cathedral, the celebration of its liturgies
player in the village’s passion play in the and the way the building dominates the
1900s and his descendants still live there. Norwich skyline.
The crowning glories of the pictures
“One may notice, looking beyond (the
rood dominating the crossing from the are the details from the stained glass
Nave to the High Altar) that the chancel panels of Our Lady of Walsingham,
Queen of Heaven, the creation of Adam,
is slightly off centre.
“Mediaeval churches were most the descent of the Holy Spirit on the
frequently cruciform, and the chancel apostles and much more.
The brochure also tells the modern
leans slightly to one side, as Christ’s
head on the Cross is often depicted.
history of the cathedral such as the icon
“One of the most striking of Our Lady of Czestochowa above the
characteristics of the building is the memorial to the Poles from East Anglia
quality of the craftsmanship, whether who fought and died in the Second
stonework, stained glass, wood carving World War.
or metalwork. Most of the original
Polish people still celebrate Mass in
features were the work of local their language at the Cathedral and many
are parish members.
craftsmen.”
Chairman of the Friends of the
For many people who strain their eyes
to take in the scale of the stained glass Catholic Cathedral of East Anglia Brian
and other features as well trying to pick Lewis said the organisation had funded
out the detail, the photographs by Paul several of the brochures but praised this
as the best yet at a special reception
Hurst bring them to life.
Paul has been able to portray in vivid hosted by Narthex manager Clare
and clear colours the size of the Goddard.

Children celebrate 28th annual pilgrimage

Children from all over the diocese came to Walsingham

Setting out with the statue, above, and bringing the gifts to
the altar in the Chapel of Reconciliation, below

Pilgrim families travelled with their
priests
from
Norfolk,
Suffolk
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough to
attend the 28th East Anglia Children’s
Pilgrimage.
The day began in Friday Market Place
with Fr David Bagstaff welcoming all to
sunny Norfolk! Many left home in rain,
but were told: “It’s always sunny here!
He spoke of the Year of Faith and Pope
Francis asking us to journey on
pilgrimage to celebrate our faith.
Mary being an important example of
Faith and trust, he led us in prayer and
hymn to Our Lady before setting off
along the former railway track now the
Pilgrim’s Way to the shrine. Young
people carried the statue of Our Lady of
Walsingham as we walked.
A large, happy group walking together,
stopping for prayers and hymns along

the route. And no rain!
The Chapel of Reconciliation was full
of people, joy and faith. Hamish
MacQueen, Gerry Batty and Philip
Williams played the music and with
family members led the singing.
Children from different parishes read,
offered our gifts including artwork and
flowers and led the Prayers of the
Faithful.
Fr David’s homily invited the children
to name their favourite celebrities and he
spoke to them about the Church’s
celebrities - the Saints. He assured them
they were all very special and saintly
too! He then asked all to renew their
Baptismal promises, with permission to
Raise the Roof with their ‘I Do’s. They
very nearly did!
At the Our Father and sign of peace,
the children were invited onto the

Ways to contact the editor
Thanks to everyone who sends in material
most of which is used but please send pictures
as files and not included inside documents.
Please give documents a descriptive name
rather than just labelled diocesan article or
news.
The current newspaper can be read online now
at http://www.bellcourtltd.co.uk/

sanctuary and given a bunch of blue
streamers each.
As the musicians played and sang
Peace…Love and Faith is flowing like a
river, the children became that river,
swaying first and then taking their Love,
Faith and streamers into the
congregation. Some then became hairpieces we noticed!
A very lively action hymn ‘Our God is
a Great Big God’ concluded a
Celebration Mass to be remembered.
Although a little cooler for the picnic
in the meadow after Mass, it was still dry
and there was plenty of happy eating and
chatting happening.
Many then travelled to the beach at
Wells. Quite cool, but some ventured
into the sea and played until, tired and
happy they returned to their coaches and
cars.

Send material to Patrick Byrne
The Editor, Our Diocesan Family,
The White House, 21 Upgate, Poringland,
Norfolk NR14 7SH.
Tel: 01603 627409 and email:
patrick.byrne5@virginmedia.com
Deadlines: Our Diocesan Family is bimonthly and printed early in the month.
Material this time must arrive by 20 July
for the SEPTEMBER 2013 issue.

BUILDING BRIDGES in the Holy Land
July 2012

Following in the footsteps of Jesus by Fr Martin Fears
consider the Visitation at Ain Kerem before travelling onto
Bethlehem, with a pause at St Elias’ Monastery where Mary
and Joseph traditionally rested. In Bethlehem we shall be
staying at St Vincent’s Orphanage where we will celebrate a
night time vigil ready for the following day’s focus on the
Nativity of Our Lord.

The garden at Gethsemane where Jesus prayed
In May 2012 Fr Michael Teader and I led a retreat to
Jerusalem entitled Journey to Easter Joy. The purpose was to
follow the events and liturgies of Holy Week in the
chronological sequence and visit actual places where Jesus
spent his final week. We had hatched that idea on an earlier
pilgrimage to the Holy Land.

In the morning we shall Celebrate the Mass of Christmas
Day at St Helena’s Chapel and later visit the Shepherd’s
Field, the Birthplace and then the following day the arrival
and adoration of the Magi when we will gift the orphanage
with presents ourselves. There will be the opportunity to visit
Jerusalem. Upon considering the horror of the Slaughter of
the Innocents we shall offer Mass in the cave where they
were buried and we shall conclude the retreat with a day
built around the flight to Egypt including travelling out for
prayer into the emptiness of the West Bank desert at Mar
Sabba and also spending time before the Blessed Sacrament
at the Milk Grotto Chapel. Returning on Sunday we will
have the great privilege of Sunday Mass at the Carmelite
Monastery ‘Hortus Conclusus’ where King David was

Unlike the more usual pilgrimage timetable where you enjoy
visits to numerous holy sites and your guide fills you with
information and stories, our plan was to visit at most one or
two places each day, but with the luxury of spending time in
prayer, reflection or with a liturgy appropriate to the
mysteries of Jesus.
So, after months of planning, our group set off. Our brilliant
local guide was initially a little perplexed, “don’t you also
want to see...”answered by “No, thank you.” For us, it was
our intention to pause, pray and hold each special place in
quiet reverence. It helped that from our accommodation we
had a 360 degree view of Jerusalem – we could literally see
each place of the Holy Week narrative from the roof terrace.
As we moved through the Holy week liturgies, gospels and
in each case in the correct place and sequence, the mystery
of our Lord’s sacrifice was gradually revealed. On ending the
week, many retreatants were greatly moved by the whole
experience and I know from speaking with some after Holy
Week this year, that the liturgies from Palm Sunday to Easter
Morning are now brought alive with a new fullness for
having experienced such a spirited retreat in the very places
where it all happened.
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CAN YOU HELP?
Our two ‘Building Bridges’ projects this year are
renovating the Taybeh Old People’s Centre in the Holy
Land and a new project for Cambodia which is yet to be
announced.
Would you like to support these projects? Cheques should
be made payable to the ‘RC Diocese of East Anglia’.
First Name……………………………………................
Surname………………………………….................…
Title (Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms, etc) …………............………
Address…………………………….................…..…….
…………………………………….......…...................…
……………………………………..............……………
Postcode………… Amount enclosed………......……..
Anything you give will be divided equally between
Cambodia and the Holy Land, unless you indicate below
by ticking one or other that all your money should go to
that project:
CAMBODIA (yet to be announced)

……....

HOLY LAND (Taybeh Centre)

..……..

GIFT AID DECLARATION (if appropriate)
I wish the RC Diocese of East Anglia to reclaim tax on this
donation. I have paid an amount of UK Income Tax and/or
Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is
at least equal to the tax amount claimed by all the Charities
and Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) to whom I
have donated in that tax year.

The Milk Grotto Chapel
In all, seven days with a great variety of liturgical prayer,
space and peace for private prayer, adoration before the
Blessed Sacrament and Sacramental Confession. Fr Michael
and I will guide you at the sites each day as we open up the
great mysteries of Our Lord’s incarnation and birth to all who
join us. Christmas may never seem the same again!
For booking details and full itinerary please contact Palestine
Pilgrimage: 26-28 High Street, Fenstanton, Huntingdon.
PE28 9JZ or visit www.palestinepilgrimage.org.uk or call
free on 08006123423. Please quote booking reference
XMAS01

Only tax arising from Income or Capital Gains applies to Gift
Aid. Other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify.

Signed…………………………………………
Date………………………................…
Please send to:
‘Building Bridges’, 21 Upgate, Poringland,
Norwich, NR14 7SH
Registered charity no. 278742

The church of the Holy Sepulchre
I recall at the time suggesting we could do another retreat
based in Nazareth and Bethlehem looking at the Incarnation
of Our Lord and wouldn’t you know it, we are now in a
position to offer just such an opportunity! As before this will
be organised by Fr Paul Maddison’s Palestine Pilgrimage
and with so much of his inside knowledge to ensure we get
the very best experience in the best of places, booking is now
open for the retreat scheduled for Monday 6th to Sunday
12th October 2014.
Entitled ‘Of the Father’s Love Begotten’ and ideally but not
exclusively limited to those who have visited the Holy Land
before, we shall begin our retreat staying in Nazareth to
initially focus on the Annunciation to Mary in St Luke’s
Gospel and also St Joseph’s Annunciation from St Matthew.
We shall then follow the path to Elizabeth’s house and

The place where the manger was said to have been in the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem

crowned.
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Insight into family during pilgrimage to Lourdes
student at Notre Dame
High School in Norwich
recently went on a
second HCPT Easter children’s
pilgrimage to Lourdes.

A

He said once again it was an incredible
experience and had a profound effect.
HCPT - The Pilgrim Trust was formed in
1956 after a young doctor Michael Strode first
took four children with disabilities to Lourdes.
He wanted children with disabilities to stay
in hotels as honoured guests rather than
hospital or hospices and to get as much as
anyone else from their pilgrimage.
This meant visits to cafes, donkey rides in
the mountains and caring friends.
Now the charity takes almost 2,000 children
from the UK, Ireland and other countries to
Lourdes.

The children have a wide range of
disabilities or are physically or emotionally
deprived or neglected.
Sam said: “The first thing that hits you is the
colour. Each HCPT group has a different
colour scheme that helps create a sense of
identity.
“The second thing that hits you is the noise.
One of the mainstays of any HCPT pilgrimage
is the singing (often with accompanying dance
moves, naturally).
“By day two you suddenly don’t see
anything wrong with singing and dancing in
front of bemused French locals.
“The third thing that you notice is the sheer
joy of the children and helpers too.
“Other pilgrims not part of HCPT witness
Lourdes suddenly alive with over 5,000
people in bright colours singing ‘Rise and
Shine’ and completely changing the very

nature of the town.
As a helper in a family group, Sam was
given the responsibility of caring for a
disabled child along with one other helper and
it was challenging, tiring but rewarding.
“This year, I cared for a 15 year old boy with
severe autism called Rory, himself a veteran of
HCPT pilgrimages.
“As someone who doesn’t sleep well at all
at home, I was over the moon when I barely
had to touch the pillow in Lourdes before I
was out for the night.
“All of this experience of being able to push
yourself beyond what you think you’re
capable of (even if that activity is sleeping) is
not comparable, in fact, to the experience of
being able to see before you the progress and
achievements being made by the child in your
care.
“I would actually say that being able to see

Sea Sunday call from AoS chaplains
The threat of pirates inspires the same
fear for seafarers as cancer and is ever
present for many crews that sail into East
Anglian ports so please remember them
on Sunday 14 July - Sea Sunday.
Felixstowe is one of the biggest
container ports in Britain and many
people in the local parish work there.
Alongside them is the Apostleship of
the Sea - chaplains and religious to look
after the seafarers who land at the port.
Many huge ships that arrive from the
Far East and Oceania have traversed
parts of Africa where pirates are active.
Britain is a safe haven where there is
help, support and counselling for them.
“I think you could say that the word
piracy for seafarers is like the word
cancer for all of us - it has a fear that is
both real and unreal,” said Rev Paul
Glock, Apostleship of the Sea port
chaplain to Tilbury and the Thames.
Typically, when pirates attack ships,
seafarers are usually held prisoner on
their own hijacked vessels.
“Many seafarers talk about the fear of
transiting areas which are affected by

the change you are making to a child’s life
means that suddenly your own minor
problems such as having to get up early seem
insignificant and petty.
“We all helped each other out, gave each
other advice, joked around with one another,
and, perhaps most importantly, could be
completely honest and open with everyone
else if we wished to be.
“Never before have I ever been privileged
enough to experience that level of
comradeship and familial spirit outside of my
own family.
“One of my fondest memories of the trip
this year, even more than the last, is the
moment when I realised that not only was I
caring for Rory and the other kids, but that the
group was caring for me, and I was caring for
the group. Surely that is what family is all
about?”

Easter garden in Peterborough
Naval
patrols are
not
enough to
give
seafarers
assurance
pirates will
take them
captive

pirates. What will happen to me? How
will I cope? What will happen to my
family? How will they cope? Is it really
worth it?” Rev Glock said.
“Seafaring is a dangerous job.
Seafarers face these hazards and then
they have to confront piracy.
“Again it is like cancer. When you are
not having a check up its presence
subsides but if you are sent for a check
up, anxieties increase.”
The coast of Somalia is regarded as
one of the most dangerous. Pirates are
holding 71 crew and five ships hostage.
Piracy was an issue at Apostleship of
the Sea’s 23rd international congress,
held in the Vatican last November and

the Catholic charity is using this year’s
Sea Sunday to raise awareness of the
risks seafarers face from pirates.
Sister Marian Davey, Apostleship of
the Sea port chaplain in East Anglia,
said, “Over the last two years or so I have
had many conversations with seafarers
who have had to experience the anxiety
and fear of sailing through piracy waters
as the ship makes it’s way to deliver its
cargo to European ports.
“Most seafarers come from Third
World countries. They feel they will let
their families down if they return home
without completing their contract, as
they may be the only wage earner in both
their own and the extended family.”

The Easter garden at the church serving the parish of the
Sacred Heart and St Oswald in Peterborough. An
additional feature this year was a knitted version of the
Last Supper displayed in front of the altar and laid out in
the Lady Chapel afterwards.
The garden has been built and taken down for a number
of years by Margaret Fewkes.
The characters, platters, goblets, wine and bread in the
Last Supper tableau were knitted by three generations of
the family of Mary Collin (plus a friend).

Summer art exhibition at Narthex
A summer exhibition of local art is being held in The Narthex
at Cathedral of St John the Baptist from 18 to 23 July.
It will be open until 4.30pm each day featuring artworks,
sculpture, paintings, quilting and photography. Light
lunches, tea and cakes will be available, the gardens will be
open and admission is free.

Students report on ex-Archbishop

St Laurence celebration
More than 500 parishioners
celebrated a One Mass Sunday in
the grounds at St Laurence’s
school in Cambridge.
Diocesan Administrator Fr
David Bagstaff said it was great
occasion bringing together the
whole parish community who
often worshipped at different
times at the weekend.
It was an opportunity to get to
know each other, he said.
He also commented on the
multi-cultural composition of the
parish and at the Mass a single
bidding prayer was used but

spoken in several different
languages from across the world.
In his homily Fr David spoke of
the story of Jesus bringing back to
life the widow’s son which
revealed Our Lord’s compassion.
The challenge for people today
was to bring to those around us the
example of God’s compassion and
love for the world.
He spoke the prayer of St
Theresa that God has no hands but
ours to work in the world.
Parish priest Fr Pat Cleary
thanked the parish organisers for
such a “wonderful” day.

Several children celebrated their First
Communion and after Mass the parish shared
lunch and a commemorative tree was planted
Former Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams
recently visited St Bedes Inter-Church School in Cherry
Hinton and was accompanied throughout the day by a
number of students who acted as ‘school reporters’. Dr
Williams observed lessons and led an assembly.
“St Bede’s has played host to a true icon in the world of
Christianity, enabling both staff and students to meet a
person who truly represents the ethos and values of the
school,” Anna McNally from the school said.

Pilgrimage prayer for family life
A pilgrimage of reparation and consecration to Walsingham
is taking place on Saturday 13 July. Antonia Moffat said its
intercessions are the stability and protection of marriage and
the family as the foundation of human life and society.

