RITE OF THE OPENING OF THE JUBILEE YEAR
Additional Reading

1. C.f Rite of the Opening of the Jubilee Year (ROJY)
2. During the opening rite of the Jubilee Year, once the Gospel has been read (ROJY §24), a period of
silence is mainting, after which a reader reads the following (ROJY §25),

Spes non confundit (1; 3; 7; 25)
A reading from the Bull of Indiction of the Jubilee Year

Spes non confundit. “Hope does not disappoint” (Rom 5:5).
In the spirit of hope, the Apostle Paul addressed these words
of encouragement to the Christian community of Rome. Hope
is also the central message of the coming Jubilee that, in
accordance with an ancient tradition, the Pope proclaims
every twenty-five years. My thoughts turn to all those pilgrims
of hope who will travel to Rome in order to experience the Holy
Year and to all those others who, though unable to visit the
City of the Apostles Peter and Paul, will celebrate it in their
local Churches. For everyone, may the Jubilee be a moment
of genuine, personal encounter with the Lord Jesus, the
“door” (cf. Jn 10:7.9) of our salvation, whom the Church is
charged to proclaim always, everywhere and to all as “our
hope” (1 Tim 1:1).

Everyone knows what it is to hope. In the heart of each
person, hope dwells as the desire and expectation of good
things to come, despite our not knowing what the future may

bring. Even so, uncertainty about the future may at times give



rise to conflicting feelings, ranging from confident trust to
apprehensiveness, from serenity to anxiety, from firm
conviction to hesitation and doubt. Often we come across
people who are discouraged, pessimistic and cynical about
the future, as if nothing could possibly bring them happiness.
For all of us, may the Jubilee be an opportunity to be renewed

in hope.

Let us even now be drawn to this hope! Through our
witness, may hope spread to all those who anxiously seek it.
May the way we live our lives say to them in so many words:
“Hope in the Lord! Hold firm, take heart and hope in the Lord!”
(Ps 27:14). May the power of hope fill our days, as we await
with confidence the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, to whom

be praise and glory, now and forever.



