
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

With the 
Diocese of East Anglia 

Information Pack 1 
 



 

 

We are now starting to plan our diocesan pilgrimage to World Youth Day in Seoul, South Korea in 2027. 
This is the first information pack with as much information as we know so far. In due course subsequent 
information packs will be compiled with the latest information available. 

 

This pack contains the following: 
 

• Contact Information 

 

• Introduction to World Youth Day 

 
• The WYD 207 Website, Theme and Logo 

 

• The Catholic Church in South Korea 

 

• General Information 

 

• Making Payments 

 

• Fundraising  
 

• Booking Terms and Conditions 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Contact Information  

If you have any queries don’t hesitate to contact 
Hamish MacQueen, Director of Diocesan Youth Service 

 

Diocesan Youth Office  

21 Upgate, Poringland 
Norwich, Norfolk 

NR14 7SH 
Tel. 01508 492202 

 Hamish’s mobile: 0781 2004934  

Email: dys@rcdea.org.uk  
www.rcdea.org.uk/youth  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rcdea.org.uk/youth


 

 

Introduction to World Youth Day 
In 1984 Pope John Paul II invited young people to a special gathering on Palm Sunday in Rome. Three 
hundred thousand young people attended this Youth Jubilee. In 1985 - the United Nations International 
Year of Youth - Pope John Paul II extended a second invitation to young people. This time 450,000 
attended this second international youth gathering held on Palm Sunday in Rome. 

 

These events in 1984 and 1985 inspired the Pope to create World Youth Day (WYD) to be celebrated at 
diocesan level every year (initially on Palm Sunday and more recently on the Feast of Christ the King) 
and on an international level every two to four years. It’s much more than a day –  including doing ‘Days 
in the Diocese’ the  pilgirmage can be up to two weeks. This brings together young Catholics from 
around the world to celebrate their faith and learn more about it – it’s an encounter of the young people 
of the world with the Pope and the Christian community of the host country. Recently international 

World Youth Days have been held in Cologne, Sydney, Madrid, Rio, Poland, Panama and Portugal, 
sometimes with more than a million people attending the final Mass. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The WYD Website 
For general information check out the official World Youth Day 2027 website.  

https://wydseoul.org/ 
 
 
 
 

The WYD 2027 Theme 

“Take Courage! I have overcome the world.” 
John 16:33 

 
This verse, spoken by Jesus to his disciples at the Last Supper, reminds us of the irrevocable truth that despite 
the challenges of the world, Christ has already conquered fear, sin, and death. It is a call to hope and courage 
rooted in faith in the resurrection—not a passive optimism, but a bold confidence grounded in the living 
presence of Christ. 
 

 
The Logo  (explanation taken from WYD website) 

At the centre of the logo, the cross is formed 

by two brush strokes – red and blue – that 

depict the desire that “God’s will may be 

done on earth.” By adding the ieung (ㅇ) to 

the cross, you can see the figure of a young 

person. The colours – red, blue, and black – 

are taken from the South Korean flag, and 

complemented with yellow. The red colour 

recalls the blood-stained martyrdom, and the 

blue captures the energy of youth. The 

yellow circle at the centre of the cross 

embodies the glory of Christ’s victory, 

recalling the theme of the 2027 World Youth 

Day in Seoul. Finally, the black colour shows 

the mysterious future that awaits the light 

and the courage of the youth. 

서울, Seoul is written using the traditional 

Korean calligraphy, but it also includes the 

letters W, Y, and D (World Youth Day). 

“Seoul” and “WYD” are therefore perfectly 

united to show that the WYD Seoul 2027 will 

be an event where young people from across 

the world meet in Seoul. 

The logo for WYD Seoul 2027 is particularly special, as this WYD will be hosted in a non-Christian 

country. A clear representation of the cross, along with the word Seoul and the acronym of the Day, are 

very meaningful. In fact, the WYD in Seoul will show the importance of faith to a large number of 

people, regardless of their involvement or religious belief. 

 



 

 

General Information 
 

Who is organising the East Anglia Pilgrimage to World Youth Day? 
The East Anglia Pilgrimage to WYD is organised by the Diocesan Youth Service, comprising of Hamish 
MacQueen – Director of Youth Service (who has led groups to 8 World Youth Days, and helped plan 
groups going to a further 2) and Fr. Peter Wygnanski – Chaplain to the Youth Service. 
 
When is World Youth Day 2027? 
World Youth ‘Day’ is much than a day. Tthere is a programme of activities. These include talks, concerts, 
plays, exhibitions, workshops etc. – in fact it’s impossible to capture the diversity of activities without 
experiencing it! The week culminates in an all-night vigil and Mass with the Pope. A provisional 
itinerary is as follows: 
 

Sunday 1st August                           Leave UK 

 
Monday 2nd August                     Arrive in Seoul 
 
Tuesday 3rd August                         WYD Programme including Openning Mass 
 
Wednesday 4th August                  WYD Programme      
 
Thursday 5th August                        WYD Programme including Welcome of Pope Leo 
 

Friday 6th  August                            WYD Programme including The Way of The Cross 
 
Saturday 7th  August                        Overnight Vigil with Pope Leo 
 
Sunday 8th  August                          Closing Mass with Pope Leo 
 
Monday 9th August                          Travel back to UK 
 
Tuesday 10th August   Arrive back in UK 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE THIS ITINERARY IS PROVISIONAL. 
IN PARTICULAR DEPARTURE AND ARRIVAL DATES MAY CHANGE 

 

Days in the Diocese 
Those who have been to WYD before will know that usually dioceses in other parts of the hosting 
country, other than the hosting diocese, welcome pilgrims for a few days before the WYD week begins. 
This is so pilgrims can experience the culture and faith of the hosting country, and can be a very 
important part of our pilgrimage. At present, the South Korea WYD office have not publicised any details 
about participating dioceses. We will look into it and keep you updated. Another option is people may 
like to make their own arrangements to travel around South Korea or nearby countries, either before or 
after WYD, and join the group for WYD week. 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Where is South Korea and where in South Korea is Seoul? 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Where are we staying in Seoul? 
This has yet to be decided but will probably be a simple hotel on the outskirts of Seoul 
 
How old do you need to be and is there an upper age limit? 
The pilgrimage is for those who will be 18 or over by August 1st 2027. although in exceptional 
circumstances, (such as if a parent is accompanying) we may allow younger, There is no upper age limit 
but anyone over 35 would be expected to come as a ‘leader’ rather than a ‘young person’. 

 

 
 

The WYD 2023 East Anglia Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
How much will it cost? 
At the moment it's not possible to give a definite figure as we are waiting on airline prices to be released 
and the WYD Registration Fee. We are working on an estimate of £3250 which we think is realistic. This 
can be paid in instalments. More details to follow. 
Until we can give a definite figure, any money you pay will be completely refundable. 

 
We know this is expensive but please don’t let the cost put you off – it’s worth it! Parishes and people can 
be very generous supporting young people going on pilgrimage and in the past, we have been amazed by 
their generosity! We will be writng to all parishes explainng that you are going to WYD on behalf of not 
just your parish but your Deanery  and asking thek to be supportive. A Deanery is a group of between 6 -
9 churches in yourn local area. If you can fundraise around £400 - 500 in each parish in your deanery, 
£3250 does not seem so overwhelming.  We have many ideas for fundraising: 
 
Parish Talent Contests / Fashion Show / Do a gig / Run a ‘Battle of the Bands’| Sponsored events e.g. 
walking, cycling etc |Window cleaning | Run a summer ball/Ceilidh for your parish | 100 / 200 club |Ask 
Christmas / birthday presents to be money towards WYD | Baby sitting |Auction of items or services | 
Treasure hunt and charge people to enter | Portugal themed party / Christmas party / Fancy dress party | 
Night of Light’ Party (an alternative to a Halloween Party celebrating the Christian meaning of 31st 
October)| Race Nights| Lawn mowing | Plant sale | Jars of coins| Put on a pantomime, small production 
and tour it around parishes | Coffee morning | Bag packing | Bucket Collections| Get people to sponsor 
you per mile – show this on a map | Car washing in parishes, supermarkets | Cake sales | Pancake 
parties | Carol singing|Make and sell Christmas cards 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
Why is it so expensive? 
On the announcement of which city WYD will be held in, accommodation and flight costs can 
increase dramatically, (sometimes up to five times).  
 

Also, we have taken a decision that the diocesan group will go in ‘reasonable accommodation’. By that 
we mean a bed, washing facilities and close enough to the centre of Seoul to be able to travel in and out 
of each day in time to take part in all the activities. It is possible to book space on a school gym floor, 
more than two hours drive away and with a cold hose pipe as a shower between 50 people, much much 
cheaper, but that isn’t the experience we want to offer.  Of course, that is an extreme (but true) example 
and our aim has been to find the optimum accommodation, in terms of distance from Seoul comfort and 
price.  
 
If you do want to go independently, there is nothing to stop you but you will miss out on the experience 
of going with an organised group. 
 

Although it's expensive, please bear in mind, the complete pilgrimage is over a week kong long and 
nearly everything will be included. That’s: 
 

• Travel to and from, and within Seoul 

• All food and accommodation while in Seoul 
• Registration fee and Solidarity fee for World Youth Day 
• Group t-shirts  

• Travel Insurance 
• A ticket to Flame 2026 as one of our preparation events 
• Free admission to the Ignite Festival – our annual youth Diocesan festival held in Bury 

 

 
Applying for a place 

We have a limited number of places available. If you would like to apply for a place, please read the 

‘Applying for a Place Terms and Conditions’ and apply online throught the booking link at 
www.rcdea.org.uk/youth. We will confirm if you have a place within 14 days of applying and then to 
confirm your place, you will need to send a deposit of £100. 
 
Places are limited and are on a first come first served basis, so the sooner you apply the 
more likely it is you will be coming to Seoul! Rember until we have confirmed the price, your 
deposit will be refundable. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rcdea.org.uk/youth


 

 

 

 
 

Applying for a Place Terms and Conditions  
It is important you think carefully about whether to come, discuss it with your parents and check your parish priest 
/ school chaplain is supportive. To allow for this, the online booking form will not go live until 1st March 2026. 
From this date, please go to www.rcdea.org.uk/youth and follow the links. You may find it useful to look over the 
application form and think about your answers before starting it. Also, please ensure you have read and understand 
the following: 
 

• You must be age 18 or older by August 1st 2027. In exceptional circumstances, we may consider bookings 
from those who are under 18. 

 

• You must have a valid passport by August 2027 and valid for at least 6 months after our planned departure 
date (valid until 9th February 2027). 

 

• If you are not a UK citizen, it is your responsibility to apply for an appropriate visa if necessary.  

 

• You must have a mobile phone with WhatsApp installed that you are willing to take with you to Seoul to 
receive messages of arrangements each day. (If this poses a problem for you, please get in touch). 

 

• You must let your parish priest / school chaplain know if you are booking a place and check they support 
your application. 

 

• If you are booking a place, it is expected that you are already, or are willing to, start attending Mass 
regularly and involved in the life of your parish or the wider diocese.  

 

• Travelling to Seoul is part of it, but the Pilgrimage actually starts now! Through preparation meetings and 
other events, we journey together, getting to know each other, preparing spiritually and practically. If you 
are booking a place, it is expected you attend preparation meetings (which will be publicised at least 6 

weeks in advance).   
 

• You can pay by installmants but you must also be able to meet regular payment deadlines. 

 

• Until we can give a definite guaranteed cost, any money you pay will be completely refundable if you decide 

to cancel. When we can give a definite guaranteed cost, you will be asked to sign a ‘Commitment to 

Payment Declaration’. 

 

• We're not looking for already made saints but we are looking for people who will genuinely find going on 
WYD will help their own faith journey and help in the service of Christ and the Church. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope to see you in Seoul! 

http://www.rcdea.org.uk/youth


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Seoul by night 


