Please Become a Freedom Watcher
A group of Freedom Watchers has formed in the Diocese and is helping reduce modern slavery here.  
The numbers of souls found in slavery in the UK have increased by more than one third over the two years to the end of March 2026. The latest annual figure for just those found was over 25,000 – said to be the tip of the iceberg. Britains are the most common nationality found in slavery.
Our response has been “Freedom Watcher” volunteers to learn the signs and anonymously, safely report them, following Pope Francis’ call that the Church wants “to find them”
. 
We now have 37 Freedom Watchers. In two years they have identified and reported 10 potential victims of Modern Slavery. 
As Freedom Watchers (looking for signs) have grown in number, so naturally have the number of enslaved people being found. Pope Leo XIV in Dilexi Te, put the role in a compelling way:
“The act of rescuing someone from slavery...is seen as an extension of Christ’s redemptive sacrifice” 
It is estimated by the UN that in our Diocese alone, there are around 4,000 of our brothers and sisters in Jesus, out there waiting to be found – by us; reported on, and then rescued by the police.
If they are ever to be found it will be by us. They cannot free themselves or just walk away.
It is a myth that enslaved people are only in big cities or are often snatched off the street. They are usually deceived by someone they trust. They are hidden in plain sight all around us in our towns and villages, in the countryside and cities – everywhere, but unseen until you know how to recognise them.
While they are unseen by us (wrapped up in our own problems) enslaved people carry on in unspeakable suffering, while we get on with  our lives. 40% of them are under 18, some living at home but with a secret life, under the complete control of someone older. They could be a drugs mule or being sexploited.
Remember Pope Francis said he wants us to "find" these enslaved people in our Diocese. That means learning (simply) to spot the signs and safely report them to the Modern Slavery Helpline 08000 121 700. Please put the number in your phone. We mustn’t intervene – just spot and report.
No previous knowledge or experience required, just a firm hope to end slavery in our diocese. Please contact Simon John john_simong@hotmail.com to discuss possibly volunteering.
�“the Catholic Church intends to intervene in every phase of the trafficking of human beings” says Pope Francis; “she wants to protect them from deception and solicitation; she wants to find them and free them when they are transported and reduced to slavery; she wants to assist them once they are freed.  Pastoral Orientations On Human Trafficking, The Vatican, January 2019






